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The author of this article, an Afghan living 
in Portland, has asked that his name not be 
used because he has family in Afghanistan. 

A NEW ROUND of talks regarding th« 
Afghan conflict began this month. A key to 
these talks is a Soviet proposal submitted m 
December 1983 offering withdrawal of 
Soviet troops from Afghanistan if certain 
conditions were met. 

The rumor that Russia will withdraw its 
troops has been circulating for some time, not 
only among the Afghans in Pakistan ami 
inside Afghanistan, but also in WashingtcHL. 
D.C. 

A negotiated settlement must inevitably 
reflect the realities on the battlefield. On the 
one hand, the Soviets are clearly aware that 
the Marxist regime in Kabul has no support 
among the people nor will it gain any in the 
future. On the other hand, they can count on 
the fact that the people of Afghanistan are 
tired of a bitter war that has dragged on for 
more than six years. 

Not only has Afghanistan become an 
experimental field for the tactics and tools of 
war, it is also a proving ground for ideologi- 
cal and political theories. 

Even before the entry of Soviet troops, 
special-interest groups backed by foreign 
capital and foreign governments maneuvered 
for advantage in Afghanistan. Saudi Arabia 
formed Wahabi groups, Pakistan aided the 
Ikhwan groups and the Iranians funded Shiite 
fundamentalist groups. Leftist European 
groups were at work with supporters inside 
the country. Sufi Moslem leaders had connec- 
tions with Western conservative groups, and 
the exiled king dreamed of returning from his 
villa in Rome. 

These forces put additional pressure on a 
society fashioned from a mosaic of different 
ethnic groups, Ijiiguages and religious sects. 
Dozens of spokei dialects and allegiances to 
various religioii traditions create further 
divisions betweei groups. 

For more thin 100 years, attempts to 
reform Afghaniitan into a modern nation 
have been crippied by a primitive economy 
^d governments mired in factional disputes. 
The Soviet jnyasion was seen by many as a 
rare opportunity fofTklgnanisian to over- 
come political fragmentation and unify 
against a conunon enemy. But this optimistic 
view has been replaced by greater skepticism 
in the face of deliberate Soviet action and dis- 
cord among rebel leaders in Pakistan. 

In the early stages of the war, the goal of a 
united front seemed within reach. The people 
of the central Hazara region were the first 
ethnic group to liberate theur territory from 
Soviet-led forces. Despite two centuries of 
oppression by more powerful groups, they 
led efforts to coordinate operations against 
the Russians in Tajik, Uzbek and Panjshir 
areas. 



Such efforts laitered when soviet strate^ 
gists began directing their counterattacks 
away from targets in the central provinces. 
This move rekindled tribal and regional feuds 
as suspicion grew that areas free from repri- 
sal had bought their safety by collaborating 
with the enemy, even though guerrilla sup» 
plies continued to pass through the central 
provinces. 

The situation is equally divisive among the 
Mujahideen in Pakistan. The exile political 
groups in Peshawar remain split into seven 
parties, their leaders attempting to preserve 
the appearance of political unity while com- 
peting for foreign money and supplies to aid ^ 
the war effort. After seven years in 
Peshawar, they appear unable to accept the 
fact that Afgham'istan is a multi-ethnic coun- 
try whose people must share equally in the 
struggle and in any eventual settlement. 

The problem of unity is not easy and can- 
not be achieved easily. The first and most 
important step is to draw up a framework 
broad enough so that the majority of Afghans 
would find it acceptable. This document 
should guarantee equal rights for all Afghans, 
including freedom of religion and beliefs, 
election on a basis of population, and equal 
political and social opportunity for all people 
regardless of ethnic or religious affiliation. 
The platform should take into consideration 
the desires, grievances and demands of all 
factions of Afghanistan. 

But the writing of a platform is the easiest 
step. More important is the guarantee that 
will be given to skeptical ethnic and political 
groups that these promises, unlike others, 
will be kept. 

Most of these are practical questions and 
can be resolved. The most immediate need is 
for the Mujahideen leadership to put aside 
petty differences rooted in the past and to 
commit themselves to a free and unified 
Afghanistan. They must realize that political 
power must be shared. 

This would be a constructive step toward 
unity, and ultimately toward a free and stable 
Afghanistan. To fail is to again invite Soviet 
intervention. 



EUROPEAN PARLIA^IENT RESOLUTION 

Excerpts from The Muslim 6/15 

Ths European Parli^ent in 
a uxuAirnouiiy passed resckicion 
Tesisrday condtmned the Soviet 
occupatioA of Afghanistan and 
called for the tramediate and un- 
ccoditional withdrawal of ks oroopi 
•0 that Afghanisun's neutral and 
non-aligned status could be res- 
tored. 

The TiisoIutiaB had beer, drawr 
up by the Political Affairs Com- 
mittee of the European Parlia- 
ment which was acting on a report 
on "the rituation in Afghanistan' 
prepared at its instance, by Mr. 
Haftsgert Pottering, a member of 
the European Parliaaent. 



Th< preamble of the resolution 
reflects the canciusiens of the 
report poincins out that the 
Soviet Unidn has been fighting 
the war - tn Afghanistan for 
over six years which is longer 
than the World War II, that Ihe 
wax iA Aighanuun has brought 
unimaginable tuffenng 
to the AfghaA people. 

Accusi&f the Soviet Union of 
mass tAurder the resolution states 
that the Soviet Union holds the 
real power — iA— A^haidstan aad 
xAtkt uM of a compUtely 
dependent gov«nuBent to 
#hkh the reabtaAca is wyespread 
aAd total It tarms- Afghanisun 
as an example -of the struggle of 
oeoples for self-determination, 
ffaeaom and peace and regardf 
the Afghan resistance u histori- 
cally comparable to the resistance 
offered by the European people 
against forei^ invaders and 
totalitarian foreign rule. 

The Soviet Union, the 
reaolution lays, is banking on the 
fact that the West will mtinately 
accept the inhuman warfare and 
occupation and wants to 
turn Afghanistan into a completely 
dependent satellite state of the 
Soviet Union. Afghaniaun, it 
says, may be regarded as a mea- 

«re of the Soviet Union's commit- 
>uent to detente and world peace. 

Condemning the many 

atrocities committed by 
the Soviets, including the deporta- 
tion of 50.000 Afghans to the 
Soviet Union for indoctrination, 
the destruction of villages 
and harvests, the use of 
butterfly bombs, whose principal 
victiSni were children, the resoiu- 
tion calls among other things for: 

(A) IncreaaiAg community food aid 
tor the Afghan refu|ees; 

(B) The provision of 1$ million ecus 
(European Community currency - 
roughly dollar 17 million) to 
private aid organisations for the 
recruitment of doctors and 
medical staff and the purchase of 
mediciaes aitd medical care. 

(C) The steppin£ up of material 
and financial aio from the commu- 
nity and the member states to 
Pakistan to alleviate the burden 
imposed bv the presence of 3.5 
million A^nao refugees. 

(D) The members of the 
the food aid 

refugees aad to 
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resolution also call* for 
reconsiliation talks to 
a caasefve in the near 
fiiture and states that only a free 
and democratically eleaed govern- 
ment w Kabul could provide e 
Usting sohition of the Afghanistan 
problem. 

The European Parliament has 
passed a number of reaohitions in 
the past on the nruation in .Afghan- 
istan but this year the resolution 
has been far more detailed and 
tar more sxpiicit in its 
coademaation of the Soviet action 
and iA its recommendations of 
isecific measures to ailmate the 
pi*tht of the Afghan people. 
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DR NAJIBULLAH TAllS TO 'THE MUSLIM' 




In his firstever interview with a journalist from the Third Worldlfghanistan ruling party's new chief, Dr. Najibulhh, 
talks to Mushahid Hussain Sayed, Editor of The Muslim in Kalml 4itly 7. 

The interview reflects the more businessjike approach of the new 



ISLAMABAD. July 8: In a wide-raneing interview in Kabul, his first 
with a journalist from the Third Worici, the Afghan ruling pany's new 
chief, Dr Najibullah, has made a strong plea for national reconciliation 
saying, "We are prepared to talk to those who are in the opposition 
with an open political heart". As if to emphasise this message of mode, 
ration, the 39-ycar old medical doctor turned Marxist formerly chief of 
the Afghan secret police KHAD said that "with flexibility we are 
ready for reasonable compromises". He also promised national elections 
in Afghanisun "within six months for the democratisation of political 
hie". \ 

The 40-minute interview, part of which was in the form of written 
answers to questions submitted in advance, took place in the Afghan 
Capital on the evening of July 7 at Dr Najibullah's second floor office 
in the Peoples Democratic Party's Centra! Committee headquarters. 
The interview formed part of a rw© day visit to Kabul — the second by 
this journalist in nine months. Dr Najib's greeting in Urdu was in a 
heavy Pakhtoon accent: Kiya haal hain Khairiat say hain' (How are 
you I hope you are well) • 

Sporting a khaki-coloured safari suit resembling the uniform worn 
by guerilla commanders, the tali heavy set Pakhtoon from the 
Ahmadzai tribe of the Powindahs which straddles the Pak -Afghan 
bdrder aiuwered questjoiu in a calm, relaxed manner. Occasionally 
interruping to correct his interpreter, Najib. looks more handsome than 
his photographs make him out to be. Hi5 clear fair complexioned face 
with sharp expressive eyes is fined by a neatly trimmed moustache and 
frequent faint smiles. 

He spoke across a small uble in a sparsely furnished medium sized 
functional office which had a few books and pamphlets lined in one 
corner While there was an impression of not much security around 
him Najib sipped green tea underneath a portrait of his predecessor 
Babrak Karmal During the entire conversation. Dr Najibullah made 
oniy a passing reference to Karmai Najib however declined to answer 
a question regarding the women s demonstrations aUegedly in support 
of Babrak Karmal that took place in Kabul following the latter s 
ouster in May. While repeating the official version of "health reasons" 
for Karmal's exit from the top Party slot Najib also said that this move 
■ strengthened the principle of collective leadersnip' a tacit admission 
of its absence under Karmal who also flaunted a cult of personality. 

During the interview, Najib(who is "Comrade Doctor" to his senior 
party colleagues) went further than any other Afghan leader in extend 
ing an offer of talks (o his regime's opposition although he was careful 
to draw a distinction between the Mujanideen leaders (who he said were 
"traitors") and their followers (the "deceived ones"). There was also 
the familiar list of accusations against the "Famous Four"— tinited 
States Pakistan Iran and China — the latter accused of supplying 
$ 200 million annually in ar^is to the Mujahideen Pakistan he said 
was sending into his country 50.000 armed guerillas every year- 



Afghan leader with an accent on national reconciliation and flexibility - 
in policy. There were indications in the Afzhan capial of changes 
in the offing in the Party hierarchy via consolidation of Najib s position 
and weakening of the group around Karmal who has apparently been 
• reduced to a figure head. 

Excerpts from the Najib interview: 

Or N: Welcome once again to Afghanistan, I know tbout 
the interview which you had with Comrade Babrak Karmal 
last year. We are aware about the credibility and prestige 
enjoyed by "The Muslim". We also know the personal 
efforts made in this connection by you. 

MH: I thank you for receiving me at short notice. Let me 
assure you tliat, as in the past, we will report the facts 
correctly, while giving our own perspective on the situation. 

MH: ^hy was the change of your Party General Secretary 

necessary. Was it due to: 

(a) the party's failure tQ broaden its social base 
among the Afghan peopl£ ' 

(b) infighting or policy disagreements in the party or 

(c) personal factors. 

Dr N; The 18th Plenum of our Party's General Committee 
approved the proposal of Comrade Babrax Karmal to 
^relieve him from the post of General Secretary due to health reasons.- 
'Taking into consideration the accumulation of th« tasks of Party and 
1 State leadership in th« present conditions of the country, a decision wai 
imade on the dlvuion ofihe duties of the General Secretary of the Party 
jjind President of the Revolutionary Council. 

1 The resolutions of th» Igth Plenum of the Party Cen 

tral Committee ftirther the process of strengthening the 
; principle of collective leadership and is of principled impor 
' Unce in the completion of party ar}d estate structure. These 
T' are the genume reasons for the decision. 

MH: Has your Party's attitude towards the opposition 
changed? Will it consider talking to those sections of the 
Mujahideen fighting inside Afghanistan, who are not linked 

Dr N: ■^'""ttf th{s^r*egar(l, the policy of our party, the PDPA, has been 
reflected in the resolutions of the plenums of the Central Commi- 
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ttee of the PDPA, including its 16th plenum, in which the ten- 
point theses approved by th« Revolutionary Council wtre endorsed. 
These resolutions clarify the issues pertaining to ensuring country 
- wide peace, carrying out the policy of national reconciliation to- 
wards those who, due to the propagantUof reaction and imperialism 
have uken positions against the revoiutionary power. The financial 
and arms aid of the imperialist camp, and complete dependency of 
ring leaders of bands on them, have played a key role in organising, 
maiuging and leading the activities of all counter-revolutionary 
%ands that take hostile positions towards our revolution. Therefore, 
the ring leaders of these treacherous bands are traitors to the 
national interest and in the framework of the undeclared war, are 
committing horrible crimes against our people and homeland every 
day but they apparently deny any relations with foreign countries. 

All details of the undeclared war against our country people 
and revolution have b«en engineered by imperialism and its' lackeys 
in the region, particularly the miliurist regime of Islamabad. We 
shall approach with mercy, kindness and reconciliation those who 
have unconaciously stood in the ranks of the counter-revolution 
i.e., the deceived ones. 

MJH: What is the significanee of the forthcoming plenum, 
the 19th one, I believe, of yourrartyr 

DrN: There was the 18th Plenum of the Party, there will be the 
19th one very soon, and there will be the 20th Plenum. These are 
periodic features of any Party's activiry and they contribute to 
strengthening our work. Apart from other areas, two important 
points will be discussed at the 19th Plenum. One pertains to the 
Ten Theses of the Revolutionary Council announced last November 
on the need to broaden the political and social base of revolutionary 
power. Already local elections are in progress in Afghanistan. These 
will solidify the state structure. The other m^jor point for discussion 
at the 19th Plenum is that of national reconciliation. We feel that 
new facts, realities and potentials have emerged of late, even among 
the oppositionj( Then raising his hands, as if in an embrace) We are 

Prepared to talk to those m the opposition with an open political 
eart. We approach these matters with flexibility and we are 
ready for reasonable compromises. But this offer should not be seen 
as a sign of weakness. We negotiate from a position of strength. 

MH: Are you even prepared to talk to Mujahideen leaders 
like Gulbadin Hikmatyar and Burhanuddin Rabbani? 

Dr N; (Smilingly) Well, for the sake of saving the world from a 

nuclear war, even Ronald Reagan can make efforts! 
MH: Is the PDPA fully united behind your leadershq)? 

Or are there still remnants of the Khalq-Parcham conflict? 
Br N: The inner-party disputes which you mention belong to tixe 

past and are lessons for our party. We hope and have firm conviction 
- that such a tragedy will never be repeated. - , 



JIou} do you assets the possibility of progress at fie 
; forthcoming Geneva talks beginning July 30? What are ^ 
main hurdles, in concrete termst Instrument IV', in your 
■Viinion? • 
Ur fsr. Regarding the progress to be achieved in the forthcoming 
Geneva talks, it should be expressed that, as we have participated in 
the previous rounds, piirsumg a principled policy based on political 
determination, goodwill and necessary flexibility, we will mainttin 
this constructive stand of ours in future negotiations as well. The 
fact that what will be the outcome of the fortftcoming ulks depends 
on the other side. (Pakistan) If the other side alsc acts in harmony 
with the will and interests of its people, and adopts a similar stand, 
then there will, certainly, be the possibility of progress. 

In view of the existing undersunding between the parties in 
the wlks, 1 cannot elaborate on these in deuil, but it can be said in 
general that there still exist soMe points that have to be worked 
out and finalised. 

MH: According to my information, there are two major 
points of difference still remaining: The question of time 
table of withdrawal of foreign forces from Afghanistan and 
the Question of monitoring and verification of withdrawal 
Could you outlme your country's positions on these two 
points? 

Dr N: As I have explained in response to your previous questions, 
there are still unsolved points in negotiations. The issue peruinine 
to the return of the limited contingent of Soviet troops bone sucn 
issue. But it must be pointed out here that all the matters under 
discussion are mrer-rdated and should be resoKed in the form of a 
package. Regarding the other part of your questbn, due to the 
reasons that i have pointed cut earlier. I cannot provide an answer. 

Mh: H'ould you be willing to shorten the time frame of 
withdrawal of foreign forces which your side gave at 
Geneva? As you know, Afghanistan gave a time-table for 4 



years while Pakistan insuU on 6 months. Would you be 
wiUing to shorten it to, say, 12 or 18 months instead of 
4 years. ' 
Or N: Concernii^ the time-frame of the withdrawal of the limited 
contingent of the Soviet Union which is a matter exclusively belonginij 
to Afghanistan and the Sviet Union, we have achieved agreement 
with that country. In setting the time-frame for th. with^wal of 
this contmgent we hive uken into consideration the supreme 
national interest and objective conditions inside and around Afeha 
nistan and we are participating in the negotiations on the basis of 
such a sund. The speculation being disseminated in this regard 
cannot affect our decisions in connection with this issue. 

Furthermore, it should be mentioned that as it is dearly 
suted in the weil-kncwn statement of August 24 1981 of our 
governmeni. the securing of complete and reliable cessation of 
armed and any other interventionin thedomestic affiiirs of 
Afghanistan and the creation of conditions making impossible the 
recurrence of such interference in future must be the 

main aim and basic contcit of the political settlement. 

ME' Is your governmental structure strong enough to sur 
vive withdrawal of Soviet forces from Afghanistan? 

Dr N: . Yqu are well aware that the April Revoludon in the first da.vs 
of Its triumph enjoyed the extensiVe and selflejS support ofti?! 
masses, as well as encountered the hostile reaction of the reaction, 
ary and imperialist circles and forces. 

The undeclared war, headed by US imperialism, is waged 
with its ever broader dimensions against our country. As a result of 
the unbridled and growing aggression and interference launched 
by reaction and imperialism, the independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of our country are subjected to serious threat. 

We have frequently proclaimed that whenever this aggression 
and interference in the "internal affairs of our country ceases and its 
non-recurrence is internationally auaranteed. the limited Soviet con 
tingent will return to that peaceful country. 

I can assure you that our revolutionary power is able to 
exterminate, at the earliest, the savage and isolated counter revolu- 
tion inside the country and esublish nation-wide peace and security 
in Afghanisun. Because - and one must pay attention to this ■ the 
April revolution has triwaphed with the inviolable will of the work- 
ing measses and it expresses the vital interesu of the whole working 
, people of our country. 

The Tevolutionary power is increasingly strengthened by our 
. working people's solidarity with and their vigorous, unsparing and 
dedicated participation in it, its potentiality to defend the indepen 
doice, national sovereignty, territorial integrity of the country and 
the achievements of the April Revolution is bejng evw enhanced 

We ftrmly believe in our people's victory. The counter-revolu- 
tion will not be able to, even for one day, continue as disgraceful 
Ufe without the help of reaction and imperialism. 

" pwrpote of national elections, recently 
announoeia "by you? 

*rc for the purpose of promoting the democratiiation 
of Atghamstan s political life. ' 

MH: When wiU these be held? 

DrN: Within 6 months. • 

MH: If diplomatic recognition is granted by some states to 
the Mujahideen, will it affect your attitude to ^m>litical 
settlement at Geneva? ■ 

Dr N: The de jure state of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan 
has already been recognised by many countries of the world, includ- 
ing those that you think may recognise the count«r-revohitioi»ries 
in the future. If from among them one or two countries change their 
previous stand in this respect, they will not only jeopardize their 
prestige in international arena but will act in contradiction with 
their position that they have adopted in Geneva talks on the 
situation around Afghanistan, It -should be mentioned that in the 
talks our side has akeady presented clearly its stand in this regard. 

MH: Assuming, Jor a moment, that there is no progress at 

the resumed Geneva VII talks on July 30, would you be 
willing for a change in format similar to the one t^t was 
there at the Paris peace talks on Vietnam? In other words, 

there would be four parties sitting face to face: Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, Soviet llnion and representatives of those 
Mujahideen who are fighting inside Afghanistan, without 

being 'wired' to outside forces. 
Dr N: (Raising his right hand with straightened palm in vertical 
- position, for emphasis] Esteemed Mushahid Hussain Saved! Let me 
sute very decisively and emphatically: We refuse to have the 
counter-revolution treated on a par with the Revolution. W.e refuse 
to accept that the counter-revolution has any base in Afghanistan 
except the sustenance it gets from outside via Pakistan. Every year 
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50,000 trained bandits are being sent into Afghanistan from 

Khalattn Movement in India. Foreign support to counter rcvolu 
fion B like oxygen to tham. Tha main purpose of the Geneva ulks 
u to ensure that aggression and interference against Afghanisun 
ceases. If th. character of th« Geneva ulks is chafed, oth^ than to 
wluT * interference ceases in Afghanistan, we 

MH: What is the degree and depth of Iranian support for the 
insurgency in Af^anistan? 

Dr. N: Breaching all internationally esublishcd norms and princi- 
ples, the medieval regime of the Iranian theologians nakedly and 
without any restraint interferes in the internal affairs of our 
country and virtually makes it an accessory to the undeclared war of 
international reaction and imperialism launched against our country. 
Tliis fact is once again borne out by the recent meeting of the Ira- 
nian President with a number of Afghan counter-revolutionary ring 
leaders, a meeting ordered by Ayatuluh Khomeini. 

The medieval regime of Iran spares no effort to export crimi- 
nal counter-revolutionary bandits for carrying out sabotage in our 
country, for killing the working Muslim people of Afghanis- 
tan, «id cynically claims to export the so-called ^'Islamic Revolu- 
tion" into our country. All such hysteric deeds of the regime of, 
Iran, far from being linked with the demands and will of our wor- 
king people and those of the Iranian brothdrs, arc contrary to them. 

We are sure that the day will come, when the working and 
oppressed people of Iran will vanquish the band of medieval theolo- 
gians" and the obsucles created in the way of good-neighbourliness 
and mutual cooperation of two brother Muslim peoples of Afghanis- 
tan and Iran will be removed. 

MH: How do you see China's role regarding Afghanistan? 

Dr. N: In the undeclared war of reaction and imperialism against the 
DRA, there exists a black and horrible collusion between the USA, 
its loyal hirelings and Peking chauvinism. 

The renegade leadership of China plays one of the main roles 
in this dirty war against our people and revolution. There exist mili- 
tary aaining clmps in the Sinkiang province of China where the 
Afghan counter-revolutionaries receive training conducted by Chi- 
nese instructors. Equipped with Chinese weapons, they are sent to 
our revolutionary couhiry for creating horror, destructive activities 
and killing of innocent people. 

The mass media of China, in unison with other reactioruiry 
and imperialist mass media, ukes an active part in the psychological 
war. Tne conditions are the same in diplomatic spheres. 

Chinese renegades render all-out assistance to the counter- 
revolutionary bandits enaenched in Pakisun. conduct military 
training, arm and equip them. By sending them into our country, 
they practically uke part in slaying innocent people, destroying 
public utility establishments and plundering the property of the 
people. 

The total military aid of China to the counter-revolutionary 
bandits on Pakistani soil exceeds $200 million (annually). 

MH: There is a view in Ihkistan that Afghanistan is keenly 
promoting moves for merger of Left parties in Piikistan 
under Wall Khan's leadership. Is this view correct? 

Dr. N: The foreign policy of Afghanistan is based on non-interferen- 
ce in the internal affairs of other countries, peaceful co- 
existence and is aimed at establishing good-nei^ hourly relations 
and mutual cooperation in all spheres with all countries, especially 
the neighbouring countries, As far as the activities of political 
parties of Pakistan are concerned, it should be stated that it is 
in internal affair of Pakistan and has no link with Afghanistan. 

MH: At one time Kabul was headqutrters for the Pakistani 
terrorist group, Al-Zulfikar. What is the position now? Has 
• your attitude towards Al-Zulfikar changed? 

Dr. N: Afghanisun has never been a centre of any terrorist orpni- 
.sation and will never be so in the future. We condemn ail types and 
forms of terrorism and pay due respect to and observe all interna- - 
tional norms and conventioiu aimed at preventing and struggling : 
against them. 

MH: People in Pakistan say being a Pakhtoon and former 
chief of Khad, you will pursue a harder line toxuards our \ 
country. Already we are daily witnessing bomb blasts in i 
Peshawar and other areas of NWFP, which are attributed to 
Khad agents. Your comment on this? » ^ 

Dr. N: We act on the basis of the principle of non-interference in ' 
the iateriul affiiirs of other countries and are loyal to it. Social pro- i 
cess and internal tensions which presently continue in Pakistan are ' 
all due to inner factors and motives of the Pakistani society. The ' 
, (ievelopment at the situation u clear not only to ua'but to the wboie 
world and efforts to find the reasons of this situation outside the 
territta-y of hikisun are to deceive the world and no one will believe 
them. 



You know better that the city of Peshawar and i a vicinity 

•y^ have been tpsnsformed iMo a black market for «rms in the undeclar- 
ed war against the DRA. Peshawar today is the centre guiding the 
rraininfi- and arming of the Afghan counter-revolutionary bands 
which leads to the increasing loss of control of the military regime 
of Islamabad over the situation there. The military circles of Pakis- 
un are unconsciously launching efforts to take advanuge of the fire 
tJul they have themselves lit, by misusing the name of the so-called 
Khad agents: We have no doubt that such efforts will lead to the 
burninffof their own fingers. 

MH: What is your opinion of the so-called Takhtunistan 
Question?' Js it still an issue today? 

Dr. N; The issue that you have pointed out is related to the 

Pashtoons so it is upto them to decide as they wish. But in view of 
long ttadmonal, culwral. religious, linguistic, historic, relations exis- 
tmg between us and our Pashtoon and Baluch brothers, we have 
persistently expressed pur solidarity with them and will do so. 

Mil: Do you think Pakistan is sincere in its desire for a 
political settlement in Afghanistan? 

Dr. N: The Plakisuni authorities have expressed their wishes for a 
political solution of the situation around Af^anisun but there 
exists a big gap between expression of good wishes and its deeds 
The political actions of the Pakistani side in this regard, are the best 
criterion for our judgement. Therefore, we have to wait and judge 
on the sincerity of the Pakistani side in the light of its future deeds! 
MH: Can you list some mistakes made by the regimes in 
Afghanistan since April 1978? In light of this, are you 
revising or reversing some previous policies? In which areas 
would this be? 

»r. N: Before the new and evolutionary phase of the Revolution . 
«r.es of mutakes and deviations took Jlace in the viS »id keJ 
points of revolutionary process, such as Sie unpiemeniition^f laiJd 
reforms, the approach to culture and beliefs of peopirobsivance 
of party norms and democratic bases m tht society and the '^0^^ 
S°r" °n m ""^^ '°'o^ development and the UskVof the ^ 
Nationa^-Demoaatic Revoluuon. However, after the victory of the 
new and evolutionary phase of the Revolution, the revo Jtionlry 

^"""'.K '""'T'^ P*" step by step Tu^ 

also, through issuing special resolutions and enforcing uis worked 
out the implemenution of national democratic Uakf S on the 
realities of Afghan society. All these uaks have been Mled one 

M ^ "^Pr priorities of your recime? 

>r. N.- The main problems that one has torsive Dreferenc m ;„ tU 

^:ilVT\T r . ''^ ^"^"^^ P-e inTe^oltrVeci^^d; 

f T 5^*"^ -^edTgalnt^^^^^^^^^ 

To reliably secure the frontiers of Afghanisun and reinforce 

•ggrtssive rolt pl.yed by ths wu.monjtrmg US imperialism the 

chief luppreisive and cJcDioitinir fore, nf 

ialism against our homeLnd anV peop?e ^e^r/ ''T'-i 

Revolution, it would cake a long tiSie "'^ ^pril 

war, Jctfflyfesp^Str V'L^T^L:'o?'^''''''t^ 
Afghan children and elders, the most 2vt„ criSI, fnf 
val manner, the destruction and SJo^i^m^c^r^^iTrtrd'by SiTrnt" 
cenary counter-revolutionarv hxnA^ TU. oy me mer- 

lunonary bands have soTLc^ved m^r ^n^t^l^^bS Us'/oT 
iars for trammg and equipping the slayers w"th most t. t!' 
terroristic and mass desti?uction arms. " "P '^^^ 

Now, US imperialism, embodied in the crimin.I ,t,/4 a 
turistic Reagan Administration which haT made S^TrL^^^^^^^^ 

"^LT^ctVrZ^^V^' "'^ shamelessly proud TtLTe b^bik 
deeds which It commits against the revolutionary people of T^. 

The main aim of US imperialism, in continuing the under 
lared war agamst our country, is to create obstJl^ Tn^rh 
realisation of basic socio-economic devt opmenTwL.h 
. ..themain objective of our revolution. ^ ' ^'"^ constitutes 
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MH: Ftease tdl our readers about your 'Pakistan Connec- 
tion?' 

Dr. N; I have been to several places in Pakistin: Islamabad, Karachi, 
Lahore, Pindi and Peshawar. I speak and understand a little Urdu.' 
I have some knowledge of Pakistani politics but, obviously, 1 am not 
in a position to discuss with you. I used to go to Pakistan because 
my father was posted in Peshawar. ! went there during my school 
days in the 60s and in the 70s as well, when I was in the University. 

MH: Thank you for the interview. 

Dr. N: Please convey my good wishes and solidarity to the people of 
Pakistan. The people of Pakisun and Afghaiustan share common 
aspirations for a better life. The friends and eriemies of the Pakistani 
people are also friends and enemies of the Afghan people. They are 
the enemies of peace, progress, democracy, milkarism. We are ■ 
optimists. As revolutionaries, we hope that, out of darkness, a clear 
bright future wUi emerge. 

By MUSHAHID HUSSAIN 



THK MTTqi.TM 



JULY 9. 1986 



Comrade Najib Talks About Himself 

"He said he was born in a building 
adjoining the present headquarters 
of the PDPA CC. Presently he is 
living in the Macrorayon area of 
Kabul, the abode of workers, crafts- 
men & other ordinary people. He 
obtained membership in the PDPA in 
1965,.. He is very pleased that 
as the Gen'l Sec'y of the PDPA CC 
he can now serve the whole Afghan 
nation. Najib... is 39 years old, 
married to a woman teacher & has 
3 daughters." (BIA 7/20) 



RUSSIAN SHOT 



ENTERING SPINZAR HOTEL 



LONDON, July 19: The urban 
guerilla Mujahideen in Kabul in- 
jured an important Russian com- 
munist propagandist Oblov when he 
was going to Spinzar hotel to attend 
a function. He was shot from a close 
range. The incident took place on 
June 30, when he was getting down 
a vehicle to enter the Spinzar hotel. 

According to the reports received 
by the Agency Afghan Press, the 
Soviet propagandist received 
wounds on his arm and was rushed 
to the hospital while the function be- 
ing organised by Khad intelligence 
depanment was put off for some 
other date. 

Oblov gained importance when 
he choosed to live in Kabul in King 
Zahir Shah era hiring a house in 
Karta Seh. He learnt the Persian 
language to undertake propagatio 
for communism in the country. It is 
thought that he was among the per- 
sons through whose communism 
spread in Afghanistan and conse- 
quently the Soviets had an opportu- 
nity to capture the country. Oblov 
is reported to have been included i 



SOME STATISTICS from Verein Fur Af- 
ghanische Fliichtlingshilf e E.V. (Aid 
for Afghan Refugees) in Bonn: 

number of civilian war victims; Im 
mujahideen killed; ca. 80,000 

internal refugees.- ca. 2m 

refugees in Pakistan; ca. 3.8m 

refugees in Iran: ca. 2m 

refugees in Western countries: 40,000 
missing, presumed dead; 45,000 
estimated executed in DRA? 100,000 



imprisoned in DRAc 



65,000 



THE MYSTERY OF THE DISAPPEARING CONSUL 
FROM IQBAL MIRZA 



KARACHI, June 30: The 
officials of the Afghan Consulate- 
General here are endeavouring to 
twist the events relating to the 
defection of their First Secretary and 
Acting Consul-General, Mr. Baz 
Mohammad Rahyab, on the night 
-between June 25 and 26, according 
to reliable information available here 
today. 

Mr. Ghulam Hassan, Vice- 
Consul and Second Secretary at the 
Afghan Consulate here, who briefed 
newsmen about the incident, put out 
arguments which were not 
convincing at ail and looked like a 
"cock and bull" story aimed at 
confusing the situation. 

For instance, his assertion that 
Mr. Baz Mohammad was kidnapped 
by Mr. Graham, Vice-Consul at the 
UJS. Consulate here who, according 
to him' is an under-cover CIA agent, 
does not sound very convincing as 
according to a well connected source 
there is nobody working as Vice- 
Consul by the name of Graham at 
the U.S. Consulate General here. 



Mohammad, his wife and four- 
month old daughter were missing 
and possibly have been kidnapped. 

While mystry shrouded the 
disappearance of Mr. Baz 
Mohammad and his family, a 
spokesman of the Afghan Consulate 
was quoted here having told an 
eveninger that Mr. Rahyab was 
very friendly with a French lady 
who was working as Secretary at the 
Consulate. It was possible that the 
French lady was also with him when 
the went to sell his car at the Belgian 
usnsulate. 

Mr. Rahyab was a very active 
diplomat in the city and was often 
seen in the company of Russian 
diplomats here. 

The pre-mature transfer orders 
asking him report back home 
immediately gives weight to reports 
that he was not happy with the 
policies being persued by. the Afghan 
regime. His disillusionment must 
have been conveyed to Kabul and 
ultimately resulted in his call-back 
orders, it is assumed. 

Police, however, have so far 
found no trace of the missing 



It also looked mysterious that tije ^^^^ ^. j^^^ ^ ^^^^ 
Afghan Consulate here reported the ^^^^ n is tnost. likely that he has 
matter to the pohce after waitmg for ^^^^^^ ^^.^j j^^^ 

five days. Police registered a case ^ 
under Section 363 PPC yesterday 
on a complaint that Mr. Baz 

OUHHAM MORNING HEHAU3 



PT 7/1 



the negotiating team which conclud- 
ed the 21 -year agreement with 
Kabul duri" g King Zahir regime. It 
is also reported that he was related 
to the former Soviet President 
Brezhnev and was described as first 
man of the Soviet Union for his role 
in Afghanistan, pt 7/2C 



LOOK ar THese photos; 
ourraceous! jaiunc 
Txe opPosiTion , crw'swnc 
pi5sanT, resTsicTinc iHe 
press „. -mese nusr se 
Picrurss From 
ape Town, 
joHannesBurc, 
mo preronai 
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New tough Afghan leader 



By WILLIAM J. EATON 

KABUL. Afghanistan - Najib, 
the new one-named leader of Afgh- 
anistan, has a reputation for being 
tough, efficient and expert at in- 
fighting with rivals in his party. 

He is 38, a big man, built like a 
football linebacker, with black 
hair, a carefully trimmed black 
mustache and dark, flashing eyes. 

He has taken a hard line against 
the anti-Communist rebels, de- 
manding additional sacrifices from 
his people in pursuit of a military 
victory that he admits may take 
years to achieve. 

By building up the Afghan 
army, depleted by desertions, he 
may help make it possible for Mos- 
cow to withdraw some of the esti- 
mated 120.000 troops it has here. 

In a recent interview, Najib ex- 
pressed confidence that the rebels 
— he calls them ''bandits" — are 
losing the ability to mount a major 
attack. And he dismissed U.S. Pres- 
ident Ronald Reagan's renewed 
vow of support for the rebels as a 
•political farce" to conceal theirs 
military weakness. 

Before taking over as the na- 
tional leader, Najib was head of the 
Khad, the Afghan secret police. In 
that post he was able to plant spies 
among the insurgents and to per- 
suade or bribe Pushtun tribes to 
block rebels from penetrating into 
Afghanistan from Pakistan. He 
worked closely with the KGB, the 
Soviet security service, to build the 
Khad into a widely feared force. 

'God's Nobleman' 

Originally, his name was Naji- 
bullah. which translates roughly as 
God's Nobleman. Since taking over 
as general secretary of the party, 
he has shortened it to Najib. During 
the party plenum at which he was 
picked to replace Babrak Karmal, 
the 57-year-old revolutionary who 
fell into disfavor with, the Kremlin. 
Soviet tanks and troops surrounded 
key government and party head- 
quarters here. 

Kabul radio said the change was 
made because of Karmal's bad 



health, but the handover had more 
of the flavor of a coup d'etat. 

This impression was strength- 
ened, according to Western dijjlo- 
mats here, by demonstrating high 
school students, who chanted slo- 
gans for Karmal and against Najib. 
Police dispersed them. 

The official announcement said 
Karmal resigned for health rea- 
sons, and emphasized that he will 
retain his ceremonial post as presi- 
dent of the Revolutionary Council 
and membership in the Politburo; 
it did not mention illness. 

Unlike the Kabul-born, Persian- 
speaking Karmal, Najib is a Pash- 
tun, a member of the biggest tribal 
group in the country. He grew up 
on the frontier with Pakistan, not 
far from the legendary Khyber 
Pass. 

■ Najib attended the English-lan- 
guage Habibia College in Kabul/ 
and entered the medical college of 
the University of Kabul. At the uni- 
versity, according to Western 
sources, he spent most of his time 
in revolutionary agitation, and it 
took him 11 years instead of the 
usual six years to complete his 
studies. 

As a university student, he 
joined the People's Democratic 
Party, and when it split into two 
factions he became a member of 
the Parchami faction led by Kar- 
mal, As the university spokesman 
for the Parchamis, he became a 
leading opponent of the rival Khalq 
faction, according to Afghan exile 
sources. 

Najib had no direct part in the 

1978 revolution that brought the 
People's Democratic Party to 
power. It was led by Nur Moham- 
mad Taraki and Hafizullah Amin, 
but Taraki was assassinated in 

1979 and Amin was killed when So- 
viet troops landed in the capital not 
long afterward. 

Karmal was flown in from Mos- 
cow and installed as leader, trig- 
gering widespread resistance from 
Muslim fundamentalists who op- 
posed the change. Najib reportedly 
arrived in Kabul on a Soviet plane 
five days after Karmal and was 



made director of the Khad. 

Before long, open hostility de- 
veloped between Najib and Gen. 
Sayed Mohammad Gulabzoi. head 
of the Interior Ministry. Agents of 
the Khad and the ministry harassed 
and tortured and killed each other, 
according to Western diplomats. 

Najib, who began to play a 
more powerful role in the war ef- 
fort, was shifted from the Khad to 
a secretary of the party last De- 
cember. A few months later, he 
was given responsibility over the 
armed forces, and Karmal became 
virtually powerless. 

It was a considerable turnabout, 
since Karmal, a founder of the 
party, has a long record of political 
struggle against the old Afghan 
monarchy. In contrast, Najib was 
practically unknown to most Af- 
ghans. 

At a recent meeting organized 
by the National Fatherland Front, 

a coalition of groups backing the 
regime, Karmal sat silently while 
Najib gave a 20-minute lecture on 
the front's shortcomings. And at 
the conclusion of the meeting, Kar- 
mal was applauded when he em- 
braced the front's president, a 
warm gesture immediately if awk- 
wardly imitated by Najib. 

In an interview in his offices at 
the Central Committee of the 
party, Najib sat under a portrait of 
Karmal. Asked why his picture had 
not been put up, he replied, ".As 
long as I am here, there's no need 
for my photograph." 

Elsewhere, however, there may 
be more concern about photo pro- 
tocol. An official in an auto repair 
factory was asked why Karmal's 
portrait was displayed instead of 
Najib's next to one of the Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, and he 
replied: "It will be there. Soon. " 

.• William J. Eaton, the Los An- 
geles Times' correspondent in 
Moscow, has been on assignment 
in Afghanistan. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE 7/21 
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KGB Infiltrations 
On The Rise 

PAKISTAN EXPELS AFHGAN JOURNALIST ■ 
Mohammad Hassan Wolasmal, Ed'ito^ 
and Publisher of Mujahid Wolas who had 
been detained by authorities of the 
Government of Pakistan and spent 
several months in a Peshawar jail has 
now been expelled from that country. 
Mr. Wolasmal has been granted asylum 
in Noo#ay where he is expected to 
resume the publication of his 
newspaper. 

At a Press Conference in Oslo, 
Nowary Mr. Wolasmal charged that "most 
of the best weapons of the Hujahideen 
are_ taken by the Pakistani military 
authorities who gives the stored 
weapons to the freedom fighters, 
instead; weapons which are impossible 
to use in the war against the' 
Pvussians." The allusion being that 
the modernization of the Pakistani 
weapons takes precedence over the 
provision of vital military assitance 
to the Afghan Hujahideen, * 
He also warned against the 
infiltration of a growing number of 
KGB agents in the ranks of Mujahidcer 
as well as in the Pakistani Government 
bureaucracy.' This has led to the 
killing and disappearance of many 
Afghans in recent months and it has no 
doubt jeopardized the security of 
Pakistan along with the future of the 
people of Afghanistan. Wolasmal added 
that "people in Pakistan who really 
want the freedom of Afghanistan, are 
either killed or taken prisoner, or 
they are compelled to leave Pakistan. 
For example, Abdul Rahman Pazhwak,; 
wolasmal, Azi2-u-»Rahman Ulfat and two 
^ other Afghan journalists, Tahir 
I Muhsini and Shah Zaman Wriz Stanizai, 
I were taken prisoner, and yet nobody 
j knows whether they are alive or dead." 
At the Oslo Press Conference 
wolasmal also warned against such 
infiltrations which could affect the 
resistance of the people of 
Afghanistan in a negative way. Afghan 
Hujahideen "commanders whom th& 
Russians cannot kill with all their 
power in the battlefield, can easily 
be killed in Pakistan, especially in 
Peshawar with the help of agents." He 
gave as an example the names of 
Commanders Zaman, Haji Khair Mohammad, 



Tore Pacha, Mahboob-e-Elahi and many 
others who have been attacked in broad 
daylight in the city of Peshawar. • 

Mr. Wolasmal 's claims have beer 
verified by reporters such as Edward 
Girardet whose reports in THE 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR (January 1, 
1986) reads: "According to police 
reports, there has been an average of 
at least one killing a week since last 
summer. while some may be the result 
of political rivalry, the killings are 
largely thought to be the work of 
KHAD, the Afghan secret service, which 
is active in Peshawar and among 
dissident Pakistani border tribesmen." 
The same report alludes to the 
I issue of infiltration and confirms 
Iwolasmal's fears that "the number of 
assaainations against A.fghans workifo 
for the resistance are on the rise." 
The Afghan Information and 
I Documentation Centre bulletin for the 
I first half of Feburary 1986 reports 
I the following incidents: 

* February 3 - One person was killed 
! and 29 injured when a bomb exploded in 

a bus ntoving from Sadda, Kurraro Agency 
towards Tall. 

* February 8 - A bomb exploded ir* 
the bazaar of Sadda, Kurran AgencieJ 

I killing one person and injuring 20 
others. 

* February 9 - As a result of a bomb 
blefst that took place in the office of 
Pak-Libya Holding Company in Karachi, 

j one person was killed and 8 injured. 

* February, 9 - A bomb blast injured 
one person and set ablaze four shops 

I in the cattle market of Miran Shah, 

i North Waziristan Agency. ! 

i I 
1 * February 12 - A -fiomb blast damaged ! 

; a house and a vehicle near Garden 

! Town, Lahore. 

* February 14 - Three refugees were 
killed and two others wounded as a 

i result of rrtine blast in a vehicle in i 
I Kurram Agency. 

Wolasmal, charging the Government 
of Pakistan with human rights 
i violations, gave an account of his 
\ time in jail to the reporters. He i 
; accused individuals of torture and 
I said: "In Peshawar Bala Hisar, 
I Military officers like Captain Bashir 
' and Colonel Zahir mistreated the 
Afghans and acted against human rights 
with the help of S.P. Amanullah and 
other police officers. A freedom 
fighter, Ziaullah Logari, lost his, 
,life under torture by the police in 
; Hayatabad Police Station." j 
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'r A rather toned down AP report in 
I the URBANA NEWS GAZETTE speak of 
anti-Soviet protesters beaten back in 
Pakistan while protesting the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan: "Police 
wielding bamboo clubs and truncheons 
today beat and arrested hundreds of 
: Afghans who . tried to march on the 
I Soviet Embassy to protest the Soviet 
military intervention in their country 
six years ago, 

"Helmeted riot police armed with 
shields, clubs and leather straps 
repeatedly charged and beat the 
students, herding them away from' the 
embassy. Among Those beaten by police" 
as they lay in the street were 
crippled Afghan guerrilla veterans 
with artificial legs, who were unable 
: to run." 

In regard to the living conditions 
of refugees in Pakistan, Mr. wolasmal 
said that in some cases commissioners 
have created a state within a state. 
He held Arabab Dost Mohammad 
responsible for such a state of 
affairs in the Nasir Bagh camp for 
widows, which he said is like a 
, prison. 

A recent report in the Islamic . 
World Review - ARABIA (March 1986) 
J confirms Mr. Wolasmal 's concern in 
saying that: "Leaders of the European 
aid committees almost without 
exception considers the Pakistan 
Welfare International (PWI) idea to be 
ill-advised." in reference to 
Abdullah Khan the apointed head of pwi 
the report says, "many of the 
Europeans have dealth with Abdullah 
Khan before and found him difficult to 
work with, if not openly hostile to 
the Europeans. Host know him as 
someone who has occasionally 
undermined European efforts to aid the 
Afghans. For those European aid 
committee representatives who are 
i cautious about the impact of the 
American commitment and skeptical of 
the role of PWI, the appointment of 
Abdullah Khan appears to be far from 
auspicious." 
I The report is supportive of the 
I European humanitarian committees whose 
I record it claims speaks for itself: 
"most have attained high levels of 
efficiency and effectiveness in 
I supplying the Afghans with vital 
! services during the course of the war 
j and -can point ot solid results for 
their efforts." 
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The AFGHAN NEWS of 7/27 Proclaims THE EXILE GOVERNMENT OF AFGHANISTAN 



1 tUe, the free people of 
! flfghanittan In CKlle, hauing 
been driven from our 
homes, londj and estates, 
and severed from contact 
lulth our loued ones and 
from our cultural heritage 
bg the monstrous tgranng 
of Souiet Imperialism, do 
hereby, by the grace of 
God, proclaim to all 
inhabitants of this planet, 
the highest alms of noblest 
Ideals of the Afghan people. 

Hauing prayed for the 
repose of the souls of the 
euer-grouiing number of 
martyrs of this cruelest 
oppression visited on our 
people, and for justice and 
freedom for those still in 
thrall to the odious regime 
at the puppet government 
Imposed by the Kremlin, mt 
hereby: 

CRll upon patriotic Afghans 
to unite and dedicate 
themselues to the 
restoration of peace, 
freedom, national 
reconciliation and the 
establishment of a 
gouemment representing 
a!l the people of our 
motherland, Afghanistan. 

lUE further call upon the 
uforld to bear ivitness to 
these truths: 

THAT all the people, 
throughout the length and 
breadth of Afghanistan, 
have risen In opposition to | 
the brutal occupation and i 
continued depredations I 
Inflicted upon them by the \ 
Soviet invader. ' J 

THAT the flagrant Soviet j 
Invasion and genocidal war i 
In Afhganistan is contranj 
to ail the norms of J 
International laiu and j 
civilized behavior, and is In I 
uiolallon of solemn 
treaties. Including the i 
United Notons Choter, of 
luhith the U.S.S.A. Is a | 
signatonj. ■ { 



THAT the Soviet Union has 
shomn contempt for the 
decent opinions of maplctnd I 
as eHpressed by the 
General Rssembly of the 
United Nations, the 
Organization of Islamic 
States, and numerous other I 
national and International I 
Jep«ands for Soviet 
uilthdraiual from 
Afgltanistan. 

THAT tuftatever the Soviet 
objectives may be In 
Afghanistan, there can be 
no Justifteatlon for their 
prolonged attempt lo 
destroy the free u>ill of the 
Afghan people by force. 

THAT uie Afghans are a 
proud end freedom-louing 
people who value and 
cherish our Independence 
above all else. 

THAT there Is not nou> a 
legitimate representation 
for the Afghon people In 
any Intemotlonal forum, ' 
and that the many needs 
for help for the Afghan 
people In their valiant 
struggle to be free remain 
largely unfulfilled. 



Tlierafore, u>« Afghan 
patriots, in order to redress 
these Injustices and 
remedy these deficiencies, 
do hereby declare the 
establishment of The 
Proulslonal Government of 
Afghanistan, dedicated to 
the achievement of th* 
: follouilng lofty aims: 

I TO compel the Immediate 
and total ivlthdraiual of ail 

: Soviet force and persoiuwl 
from Afghanistan. 

! 

TO provide a non-partisan 
i faction-free political 
Institution to serve a 
representative for all 
sections of the Afghan 
resistance. 

TO unify all the disparate 
elements currently fighting 
the Soviet occupation into 
one united and cohesive 
command In Afghanistan. 

TO re-establish the national 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Afghanistan. 

TO create a representative 
government for the heroic 
people of Afghanistan. 

TO preserve the Islamic 
character and national 
Identity of the people of 
Afghanistan. 

TO advance In national ind 
international arenas the 
_ interests ofAfhgnaistan. 
To provide resources for 
more effective resistance 
and humanitarian aid for 
the victims of the uior 
Inside and outside 
Afghanistan. 

TO develop support from, 
and friendly diplomatic 
relations with, 
fraedom-ioving countries 
for the purpose of 
liberating and 

reconstructing Afghanistan. 

TO restore Afghanistan's 
seat In the United Nations 
•nd other international 
I bodies to the rightful and 
■ legitimate representatives 
of thii people of 
Afghanistan. 

Ta foius uiorid opinion and 
engeiidar tntemallonal 
outrage against the 
geno>:i''al actions of Ihe 
Soviet Union and its puppet 
government In Afghanistan. 

TO these objectives u;e 
pledge our lives, our 
fortunes bnd our sacred 
honor. 



Historical Phto Of 3o;,ie Of The Founders Of The Afghanistan 

Govrentrent In Sxile 




First Line Dr.M.Zi^ -^gKhory fe- 2nd Prom lef t' Dr.Na jiba Safe-3rd DrfNak^MS^my 
is^^i?:!"^ ^^o; ot\^''r'''^"' Astx-ologlst. ^TH „.E.„.l3»al,l P„™„ - 

;2nd Line From Lett = Dr. Sayed- shaft Rahll Former Ulnlster Of Information S. Press 

slti''k^.^\lilTJ.%r-„uTui fpf'sSdlf sf„:™ J'^J-r- ^-^i-l- "assan- 

nuqur j-r. baduddin Shpoon Poet -Engineer Noor Ulhaq- Pree- 

Dom Pighter.Last Line : Dr. A.Wahid Karim Pormer Afghanistan at Washington- Pr.A - 

iSi^. So%--: t^^^ L's?- --slSiS 

Nassry Pounder Of The Afghanistan Poundation & Afghan News. 



U. S, Will Help Train Afghan 

Journalists 



Boston University has been 
awarded a $180,000 grant to train Af- 
ghan refugees as journalists and King 
Features Syndicate will receive 
$310,000 to create an Afghan news 
service, the United States Informa- 
tion Agency has announced. 

Senator Gordon J. Humphrey, a 
New Hampshire Repubhcan, origi- 
nated the idea, which was approved 
by Congress in 1985. "The Soviets," 
Mr. Humphrey says now, "were suc- 
ceeding in withholding news to the 
world of that war " adds that he 
thinks Afghan journalists can tell the 
story best but that there are almost 
no trained ones among the Afghan 
refugees now in Pakistan. 

The U.S.I.A., which was designated 
by Congress as the agency in charge, 
had never been actively involved in 
setting up training programs for jour- 
nalists, although it frequently spon- 
sors visits to this country by foreign 
journalists and administers other 
educational programs such as the 
awarding of Fulbright Fellowships. It 
is an independent agency that takes 
policy guidance from the State De- 
partment. 

According to Lesley M. Vossen, a 
spokesman for the U.S.I.A., repre- 
sentatives of the university and King 
Features are in Pakistan negotiating 
with its Government for permission 
to conduct the programs there, which 
'-he agency wonfd-preier. 

Early this year, when the .'?rant ac- 



plications were being drafted, the 
journalism faculty at Boston Univer- 
sity was bitterly divided over whether 
the training should take place in Paki- 
stan, as was called for in the agency 's 
guidelines. Bernard S. Redmont, 
dean of the College of Communica- 
tions, and much of the journalism fac- 
ulty said that the journalism training 
should take place on the Boston cam- 
^^Li. Their position was based on 
- 4?*^^-^' administrative difficult T^r 
ties in Pakistan and on concern that 
the program might be considered 
more a propaganda effort than a jour- 
Tialistic one if it was conducted 
abroad. 

The agency argued that it would be 
too expensive to bring the prospective 
Afghan journalists to Boston and that 
culture shock would disrupt their 
studies. The proposal from the uni- 
versity was submitted by the provost 
becau.se Dean Redmont refused to en- 
dorse a Pakistan-based training pro- 
gram. Last month Dean Redmont re- 
signed his administrative post. Ac- 
coi-aing to people close to the situa- 
tion, who asked not to be identified, 
the resignation was a result of admin- 
istrative friction with the university's 
president, John R. Silber, in the Paki- 
stan debate. 



8/18 
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PEANUT BUTTER & REVOLUTION 

by Barry Renfrew 

Aspen Daily News 7/12 

INDURMAR GHAI, Afghanistan 
(AP) — Peanut butter is not winning 
the struggle for hearts and stomachs in 
Afghanistan, 

The all-Ainerican food, in olive- 
green plastic combat ration packs, is 
reaching Moslem guerrillas fighting 
the Soviet-backed communist regime. 
But many of the guerrillas are less than 
enthusiastic about the foreign 
delicacy. 

"I don't like it. It is not good to my 
stomach,'' said a guerrilla named 
Amarullah. 

Dozens of unopened packets of 
peanut buner from Visalia, Calif., 
dotted the hillside of the insurgent base 
here. 

It took a while to find a guerrilla 
who admitted to liking the smff. 

"I like it because it has vitamin A, 
vitamin B, vitamin C and other good 
things," said a guerrilla named 
Narullah. 

"IT DOES not taste so bad," said 
the fighter, apparently impressed with 
the food's nutritive qualities listed on 
the pack. 

Pan of the problem seems to be that 
no one has explained to the guerrillas 
that peanut butter is better spread on 
bread than eaten by itself. 

The oversight is not unusual. Neith- 
er have the rebels been told to add 
water to dehydrated peaches and fruit 
salad also supplied in combat packs. 

But the guerrillas said that even dry, 
the peaches from Edinburg, Texas, and. 
the fruit salad from Albany, Ore, 
tasted a lot better than peanut butter. 

The peanut butter and dehydrated 
fruit, sent by the U.S. govemmem to 
Afghan refugees in Pakistan, have 
found their way to the guerrillas, who 
are fighting Afghan government forces 
and an estimated 115,000 Soviet 
troops. 

VS, EMBASSY officials in Pakisr 
tan said the supplies are given to thi 
refugees as humanitarian assistance 
and are not intended for the guerrillas. 

The rebels, most of whom cannot 
read the English on die packs, seemed 
a little confused about where the 
peanut butter came from. 

' 'It comes from China,' ' said a guer- 
rilla called Sharah Khan. 

"No, Saudi Arabia," said a friend. 



THE SLOW MOTION WAR IN AFGHANISTAN 
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By ARTHUR BONNER 




Peshawar, Pakistan 
a new Communist leadership in Kabul 
tries to rebuild the army and gaii) popu- 
lar support, the divided Afghan guer- 
rilla movement still seems unable to 
pull itself together. 

The fighting has reportedly been in a lull for 
months, feeding pessimism about the guerrillas' 
chances. A year has passed since seven main 
guerrilla groups based here yielded to pressure 
from Pakistan and formed an alliance. Yet they 
still have separate treasuries, enlistment rolls 
and supply lines. They have yet to fight a battle 
under imified commsuid. 

Meanwhile, under Dr. Najibullah (like many 
^ghans, he uses only one name), who on May 3 
replaced Babrak Karmal as party General Sec- 
•etary, seasoned Communist officials have been 
irafted into the army and politically connected 
deferments ended. The Soviet Union, which has 
had combat troops in Afghanistan since Decem- 
ber, 1979, has been trying for years to create a 
creditable surrogate army, to minimize Soviet 
casualties ami involvement. The first fruits were 
apparent in April, when Communist forces over- 
ran a major guerrilla base in Paktia province, 
near the Pakistan border. Only one of the 13 vic- 
torious imits was Russian, guerrilla reports say. 

Guerrilla activity has declined in recent 
months, largely because of the disunity, accord- 
ing to jcmmalists and other observers of the war. 
Although the groups claim more than 200,000 
men, only a few thousand are believed to be com- 
batants, and then only intermlttentiy. Thousands 
sit fully armed for weeks at bases in Pakistan, 
these observers say. 

The guerrillas have not claimed a major initia- 
tive for six months. Of the dozen or so isolated 
battles they report each month, half are in re- 
spraise to enemy attacks. Most of the rest are 
long-range attacks using ground-to-ground mis- 
siles, or harassing attacks on convoys. 

Government Attacks Limited 

Because Afghanistan is closed to Western jour- 
nalists, it is impossible to paint an overall picture 
of the military situation. Even journalists who 
accompany guerrilla units see only a small part 
of the country, which is the size of Texas; much 
depends on rumor and hearsay. Last week, for 
example. Western diplomats in Pakistan re- 
ported that the guerrillas had shot down a trans- 
port plane carrying 100 Soviet or Afghan soldiers. 
As usual, there was no confirmation. 

Dining the same period. Government and Rus- 
sian initiatives have been limited to strikes 
against guerrillas in the "sanitized" areas 
around Kabul and other cities and against their 
bases and supply lines along the Pakistan border. 
Most of Afghanistan has been left in peace. "If a 
mujahedeen [guerrilla] base became a threat 
they would smash it immediately, no matter 
what was happening elsewhere," a Pakistan au- 
thority said. "They are not attacking now be- 
cause the mujahedeen are no longer a threat. At 
the same time they do not want to attack nonmili- 
tary targets. It has been years since the Russians 
engaged in indiscriminate bombing and attacks. 
The Consmunisis want to win the support of the 
people Of at least neutralize them." 

Tlie Conomunists also seem to be trying to win 
over guerrillas weary of more than eight years of 
war. "Messages are sent to mujahedeen com- 



maiKiers," said Fazle Akbar, who publishes a 
semimonthly battle bulletin. "They are told they 
can keep their guns and even their anti-aircraft 
weapons. They are told they can hold trials and 
execute criminals. They are only asked not to at- 
tack the cities and Government bases near them 
or the convoys on the roads." Early this year.. 
Brig. Sarwar Nuristani, who previously defected 
to the guerrillas, flip-flopped back and became a 
Government militia commander in southeaster^ 
Afghanistan. Last year, another major guerrilla 
commander, Esmatullah Muslim, joined Gov- 
ernment forces in Kaindahar Province. A Paki- 
stani who regularly travels to Kabul said he ha^ 
met many former guerrillas driving taxis or 
motorcycle rickshaws there. He said Kabul radio 
regularly broadcasts names of guerrillas whb 
. have accepted a longstanding anmesty offer. 

In addition, "several hundred former con> 
manders are operating shops or trucks in Pesha- 
war and other places," another Pakistani said. 
"Some got rich by selling captured weapons." 
Many Afghans still insist their nation can never 
be defeated, that the guerrillas can fight on in- 
definitely in the mountains. 

However, some are wondering whether a tie 
may be nearly as bad as a loss. "Time is not on 
the side of the resistance," said Sayed Shams ud- 
din Majrooh, an Afghan Deputy Prime Minister 
in the 1960's. "Eventually the people will grow 
tried. They will turn to the Communists just tp 
get on wiUi livmg." 



Afghan rebels 
^selling drugs' 

SAN FRANCISCO: Hashish carrying the 
insignia of Afghan rebels and stamped 
"Smoke Russia Away" has started showing 
up in the San Francisco Bay area, a newspa- 
per reported yesterday. 
J A Bay area drug dealer told the San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle that the blocks of Afghani- 
: Stan hashish were ah^ady stamped when they 
I arrivedJbY ship. 

The insignia had a drawing of a semi- 
automatic rifle in the centre and "Af^anis- 
tan" written on the bottom. 

An agent of the US Drug Enforcement 
Agency in Washington confirmed that "indi- 
vidual" rebels might be producing and ex- 
porting hashish to the United States and oth- 
er nations, apparently to help their war effort. 

—Associated Press. 
SCMP 6/3 
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CHANGES IN THE KABUL REGIME 
from the AICMB #64, July 1986 

The only concrete result of the recent 
plenum in Kabul was a large number of 
new appointments. Some unknown people 
were appointed and others removed or 
replaced. Those moved into new posi- 
tions are all in favor of Dr. Najib, 
helping him to consolidate his personal 
power. This recent development is more 
than a new victory for the Parcham fac- 
tion over the Khalqis; it is a personal 
victory for Najib & his trusted friends. 

Some examples: 

Assadullah Sarwari , Khalqi, member of 
the CC, was dismissed. He was the most 
powerful man under Taraki, heading the 
state secret police. Assadullah was 
the first to start the communist regime 
of terror: mass arrests, torture, execu- 
tions. One who has not forgotten his 
personal experience in Sarwari's tor-, 
ture house & the Coca Cola bottle intro- 
duced into his rectum is Kishtmand, the 
present Prime Minister. Prior to Na- 
jib 's apppintment as 1st Sec'y of the 
Party, there were rumors about Sarwari 
replacing Karmal. Thus by removing 
Sarwari, Najib made his enemies (who 
are many) happy, especially Kishtmand 
whose Hazara followers form the majority 
of KHAD. At the same time he eliminated 
a potential rival who, like himself, was 
a former chief of the secret police. 

Yassin Sadeqi , a Parchami & close friend 
& relative of Babrak, has been dismissed. 
He was a civilian working in the admini- 
stration of the fertilizer plant in 
Mazar. Babrak gave him a military rank 
& appointed him political commissar of 
the Defense Ministry. Najib hopes that 
Sadeqi 's opponents in the Khalq faction 
would be attracted to him & that Sadeqi 's 
plotting with Babrak against Najib in 
the armed forces would stop. 

Suleman Laiq , Parchami 
'Y!:! Minister of Tribes & 



^^l^ Nationalities, has 
'-'^■^^ been promoted to full 
l\<| membership in the Po- 
litburo. He supported 
Najib when the latter 
headed KHAD & was Party 




Sec'y. KHAD & tribal affairs are now more 
closely connected. 

Far id Mazdak , a Parchami of no importance 
but an old intimate friend of Naj ib ,v. was 
given full membership in the CC. 

Contrary to general expectations. Interior 
Minister Gulabzoi seems to have had his 
power & authority further strengthened. 
Under Babrak his influence was. .shrinking. 
Now his ministry is expanding. Security 
in Kabul, including house-to-house searches 
up to now the exclusive job of KHAD, has 
been given to Gulabzoi 's ministry. His 
staff has been much increased. By promoting 
Gulabzoi, a declared enemy of Karmal, 
Najib hopes to win the S3nnpathy of Khalqis. 

Gen. Khalil , head of the Surveillance Dept. 
of the Defense Ministry, is reported to 
have been arrested along with 60 army of- 
ficers. They are suspected of planning 
some anti-gov't action. Khalil was in- 
volved in Daoud's 1973 coup. He spent a 
long time in the USSR & married a Russian 
girl. Babrak appointed him to the Defense 
Ministry. ^ ^ ^ 

On June 23rd, Bakhtar reported the fol- 
lowing changes: 

Moh'd Aziz, former Minister of Light In- 
dustries & Foodstuffs, was appointed De- 
puty Chmn of the Council of Ministers & 
Pres. of the State Planning Committee. 
Lemar Ahmad Lemar , former Pres. of the 
State Controlling Committee, is the new 
Minister of Light Industries & Foodstuffs. 
Moh'd Sharif Sharif i , a VP of administrative 
affairs of the Council of Ministers will 
be the new Pres. of the State Controlling 
Committee. 




Internal Islamic Front cartoon shows 
Parcham & Khalq eating each other's feet 
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From the Editor: 



OCCASIONAL PAPER #26, "A 
Guide to Documents from the 
Nest of Spies," by Giorgio 
Vercellin is finally off the 
press. Copies will be sent 
to those who included the 
price in their last year's 
subscription. Readers who 
did not, but would like a 
copy, may order one for $5. 
(The non-subscriber price is 
$8.) The paper is a de- 
scriptive listing of the 
documents pertaining to Af- 
ghanistan which were taken 
from the Asierican Embassy 
in Tehran in 1979 by 
Iranian students. 

The Forum will be taking a 
booth at the annual meeting 
of the Assn. for Middle East 
Studies in Boston, Nov. 20 - 
23. We hope to have our 
directory of Organizations 
Interested in Afghanistan 
ready for the occasion. 
Please tell us about any 
organizations you know of 
as we would like to make 
the directory as complete 
as possible. 

News reports from Afghanistan 
were even sparser than usual 
so the chronology is a rather 
unharmonious duet between 
Bakhtar & the Pakistan Times 
with descants from the AICMB 
& various other Times - LA, 
NY, London & Kabul New. 

Thanks to everyone who sent 
us items. Keep them coming. 
The deadline for the next 
issue is October 15. 



My Green Empire 



By pavid Hoiahan 



EAST HADDAM, Conn. — It is clear to me now why the Soviet Union 
clings to its burdensome, ill-gotten empire in Eastern Europe as well 
as its latest territory, Afghanistan. What is also coming into sharp focus 
is the Reagan Administration's preoccupation with "freedom" in Nica- 
ragua, Grenada and further-flung places, like Angola. 

You see, the other day while I was mowing the lawn, which is really an 
underdeveloped weedy parcel within a four-acre hay field, I noticed that 
the "civilized" plot was progressively expanding. Unconsciously, with 
each two-week cutting, I had gradually pushed beyond the ever-expand- 
ing boundaries. Deliberate plans were also in the works to replace per- 
fectly nice wild plants with cultivated ones, including, a hedgerow. It 
suddenly dawned on me that I had become what the Chinese are fond of 
calling a hegemonist. 
; Not only that, but I came to the realization that my Eastern liberal 
i education was all for naught. The student radical, circa 1970, had un- 
I. questionably developed into an imperial homeowner, an aggressive hor- 
ticulturalist, a subscriber to Better Homes and Gardens. . 

Before my epiphany amidst the amber waves of weeds, I had been 
developing a program to invest large amounts of lime, fertilizer and 
herbicides to transform my radical patch into a radical vision of what a 
lawn should be. This two-year plan, known around the neighborhood as 
"The Great Leap Greensward," would eradicate diversity among the 
blades and foster a uniform emerald surface. Dissident dandelions and 
chicory were to be put on notice: the dictatorship of the landscaper must 
never be breached. The Utopian lawn would tolerate no parasites. Run- 
ning dogs^ capitalist or otherwise — would be discouraged as well . 

Until my moment of revelation, I had not seen my burgeoning green 
empire as sinister. My goal was merely to let bluegrass be blnegrass, 
and to fight for its freedom from the nefarious clutches of pokeweed and 
nettles. It was common knowledge that being soft on crabgrass was an 
ill-advised, pusillanimous policy. If you gave stinkweed an inch, it 
would take a dozen more. A homeowner either stood tail against creep- 
ing buttercup — or gave in. Likewise, as any duffer would tell you, ap- 
peasement of burdock leads inevitably to the end of fairways. 

But perhaps I was wrong, or had taken matters too far. Don't weeds — 
i and rabbits, bugs, moles and fellow travelers, too — have rights? What 
1 is so sacred about bluegrass, especially when propped up by costly 
: chemical subsidies and battalions of motorized vehicles? 

Indeed, what would be the logical extension of my pervasive green 
ideology? I could keep annexing new territory, swath by widening 
swath. And one day I would find myself marching around all four acres 
of what was once a hay field but had become a uniform, manicured 
lawn. At this advanced stage of landscaping, the mowing would ap- 
proach infinity, would in practical terms be perpetual. Upon finishing 
the job in some remote niche of my lawn-dom, it would be time to start 
from the beginning again. Such is the awful truth about domination of 
the grasses, steppe by agonizing steppe. 



David Hoiahan, a writer, lives in Connecticut. 
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Pakistan 

Ockenden Venture 
projects for Afghan 
refugee women 

Two members of the Ockenden Venture, a British volun- 
tary agency, Lobsand and Yangchhen Yeshi, recently went to 
Pakistan as volunteers to help the Afghan refugee women in 
this country to set up a quUt-making project to provide a 
small additional income and occupation for those marooned 
in the camps. They chose to work in Kababian camp, in 
Peshawar area, where the population is over 19,000 refugees, 
because it was one of the poorest. Their report: 



"When we discussed this project 
with the refugee headmen - 'maliks' 
- in the camp, we received a good 
response, after wiiich we chose the 
site for the construction of the work 
centre. Then we had meetings with 
the landlord of the site, with whom 
we finally agreed that we could use 
his land and that any construction on 
it would belong to him at the final 
return of the refugees to Afghanis- 
tan. Then, in co-ordination with 
UNHCR and the Office of the Chief 
Commissioner for Afghan Refugees, 
we started the construction of the 



work centre in January 1985, and it 
was- completed in August 1985. 
Meanwhile, we had started work by 
giving out raw materials for the wo- 
men to take home. We also bought 
sewing machines and gave them out 
to the refugees for which they paid in 
instalments. 

"The first two women we employ- 
ed were Mascoma and Fatima, both 
widows and with no source of in- 
come. Very soon, more and more 
people came for work and, as it was 
difficult for just the two of us to 
oversee everything, we employed 



two local staff members to supervi^ 
and keep a strict quality control. 

"The project has developed very 
satisfactorily and now in Kababian 
we have over 100-125 families em- 
ployed in just doing the quilting. 
Several other people are employed in 
sewing quilt bags, and carding the 
cotton. We give priority to widows 
and low-income families. The work 
centre has now been completed and 
very shortly we will start there with 
women working in shifts. It will not 
only be a place to work but a place 
for them to gather socially. Instruc- 
tions on child care and primary hy- 
giene wiU be offered. This project has 
generated income for many refugees. 
It is now in the process of expansion 
from the initial pilot project to a full- 
scale quilt-making project. 

"As we realized that there were 
more people with sewing skills than 
we could employ in our quilt project, 
we started a tailoring project. In 
April 1985, an order for school uni- 
forms for Afghan refugee students 
was accepted. Four skilled tailors are 
employed to cut. The cut uniforms, 
consisting of a long shirt and baggy 
trousers, are distributed among semi- 
skilled tailors to sew. This contract 
for tailoring of school uniforms has 
been of great help to the many skilled 
and semi-skilled refugee tailors. Sew- 
ing machines are provided, for those 
who do not have them, on an instal- 
ment payment system. We are also 
making 65,000 school caps, so you 
can imagine how busy all the sewing 
machines in Kababian and Warsak- 
Michni are. " 

At the request of UNHCR in 
Peshawar, the Yeshis have been re- 
quested to take responsibility for a 
Marketing Centre for Afghan Refu- 
gee Products. Various voluntary 
agencies working in the camps have 
joined in this programme and it is 
hoped that co-operation in this way 
after the initial stage of research has 
been completed will benefit all and 
help the refugees with the marketing 
of their handicrafts. 

Eventually it is expected that the 
following skills will be included in the 
programme : shoe-making, carpen- 
try, silver-smithing and doll make- 
up. 

THE OCKENDEN VENTURE 

Guildford Road 

Woking 

Surrey, G022 700 
United Kingdom 
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NEW RESTAURANT IN THE TWIN CITIES 

The Khyber Pass Cafe 
1355 St. Clair Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
612-698-5403 



Excerpts from 
LAND VILLAGER 
Mischke: 



a review 
of 8/13 



in THE HIGH- 
by Thomas 



I he cafe (formerly Mothers Restaurant) has 
been in operation for seven weeks now and, 
according to Amini, thougti he's done no 
advertising, support from the immediate 
neighborhood has been steadily growing. He 
attributes much of that support to his pains- 
taking efforts to insure tfiat the food he is 
preparing is fresh and of the highest quality. 

"When I first opened, I would Order all my 
vegetables by phone," he said. "But most of 
what I got had to be thrown in the garbage. 
Now I drive around and find the best vegeta- 
bles myself." 

The variety of those vegetables and the 
ways 'a which they are prepared and served 
define the bulk of the Afghani menu. Entrees 
that normally include meat may be ordered 
without as well, and Amini has been sur- 
prised at the number of diners who have opt- 
ed for the vegetarian version. Those who 
'prefer meat will find beef that Amini often 
grinds himself as well as New Zealand lamb, 
considered to be the best and often most 
expensive lanjb available. 

Like many of the ethnic restaurants in this 
area, the Khyber Pass is family-run; Amini's 
wife, mother, father, brother and three sis- 
ters all lend a hand. With the exception of 
Amini's American wife, all are recent emi- 
grants from Kabul, .Afthanistan. According to 
Amini, it has been a long and arduous pro- 
cess geting from there to where they are 
today. 

Amini, 32, came to the United States in 
1 980 as a participcuit in a financial analysis 
program with the International Monetary 
Fund in Washington, D.C. He had been work- 
ing at the Central Bank in Afghanistan be- 
fore receiving a scholarship to attend the 
program. After completing his six-month 
stint, Amini traveled to New York to visit a 
friend. While there, he received letters from 
friends in Afghanistan suggesting that, due 
to the political climate in Afghanistan, he 
remain in the U.S. He agreed and began 
arranging for his family to join him. 

While his father was on a trip to India. 
Amini was able to contact him and make 
plans to move the family out of his Soviet- 
occupied homeland. In the meantime, 
Amini moved to the Twin Cities to set 
up a home for his family. He said he chose 
tills area after taking a train trip around the 
country. "The people here were really nice, 
and always smiling," he said. "In -New York 
they hardly looked at each other." 



After a difficult and often dangerous jour- 
ney, Amini's family succeeded in crossing the 
mountains into Pakistan and not long after 
made the trip to , the States. When they ar- 
rived, Amini was working for Norwest Bank. 
He found, however, that in order to help his 
family adjust to their new life he would need 
to spend more time with them. He came up 
with the idea of a family-run restaurant and 
left Norwest. 

According to Amini, it was not a difficult 
transition. Amini's father, Mohammed, once 
owned a restaurant in Kabul, and the vari- 
ous dishes prepared at the cafe are no differ- 
ent than the meals the 




The Khyber Pass Cafe is a family-owned business. Seated In the newly opened restaur- 
ant are (from left), Alamtab and Mohamed Amin Amini and their son Habib and dauqhter- 
m-law Susan Bosher. Stan ding ar e Habib's sisters, Wahida, Masooda and Sabiha 

making at home all their lives. 

What was difficulty, Amini said, was the six 
weeks of cleaning, painting and repair work 
that was necessary in order to make the cafe 
suitable for serving the public. According to 
him, though the building itself was in good 
repair, the interior left much to be desired. 
One of the more difficult tasks, he said, was 
trying to remove wallpaper that had been 
used to cover the old restaurant's windows. 

Amini said patrons of the former restaur- 
ant wril notice drastic changes. The at- 
mosphere now is clean, bright and lively, 
with colorful Afghani art adorning the walls, 
and authentic Afghani rnusic playing in the 
background. 

In deciding upon a name for the restaur- 
ant, Amini sent a list of possibilities to friends 
and asked that they vote for one. The 
Khyber Pass, a well-known mountain pass 
between Afghanistan and Pakistan, was the 
clear favorite. 

The restaurant currently seats 46, 
but if the demand grows beyond that, Amini 
is ready to expand next door into what was 
formerly the take-out side of Mothers. 

Until then he is content just looking after 
his transplated family, and enjoying the 
opportunity to be his own boss. 
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LETTERS 



To the Editor: 

I was stunned by Laili Helms' nearly vicious review of my novel, Kabul, and in 
view of its many inaccuracies I feel I should be granted an equal chance to 
respond. [FORUM XIV, #4, p. 30] 

It is perhaps symptomatic of Ms. Helms' careless reading of Kabul that she mis- 
spelled or stated in error most of my characters' names. The father of my 
fictional Anwar i family is called Omar, not Mohammed, the younger son is Toryalai, 
the daughter is Saira. 

Specifically, Ms. Helms states: 

1) "Roshana would not have gotten into as much trouble with her protests as Hirsh 
suggests." In truth, the women's demonstration I describe, in which women were 
shot at and burned with acid by fundamentalists, actually happened in 1970. This 
is fact, not fiction. Further, Roshana wears a chadri not because it was required 
(and heaven knows I wrote nothing about basketball games) but because she is a 
person of some visibility who wished to conceal her identity while en route to 
secret meetings. She does not wear it at any other time. 

2) "He (Daoud) is made to seem a highly social animal of convivial conversation" 
when really "he was known to sulk in corners at parties." Well, yes. In fact in 
the account of Mangal's wedding to which Ms. Helms refers, Daoud emerges from a 
dark corner to draw Mangal back into the shadows with him to convince him to par- 
ticipate in a coup. A party animal? Hardly. But clever with words, yes. 

3) The number of women doctors in Afghanistan may have been "impressive" by some 
relative standard which Helms does not specify, but it was certainly not adequate 
to the needs of the people. 

4) Ms.^ Helms claims I "admit" my novel is based on accounts by Afghan friends and 
not personal experience. I never said any such thing. It has been extremely 
frustrating for me not to be able to tell the story behind my story because my 
credentials are well in order. Perhaps soon I will not have to be so constrained. 

5) Most distressing is Helms' repeated statement that my characters do not develop. 
Untrue. At the start of Kabul, Tor may be a spoiled brat, but by the end he is 
committed and courageous. Saira moves from confusion to clarity and Mangal from 
being a cautious bureaucrat to a charismatic leader of the rebellion. Even Omar 
realizes, by the end of the story, that his single-minded devotion to national goals 
has left him blind to the needs of his family. 

These are fully-fleshed people, not plaster saints. To quote Time magazine. "Each 
has a capacity for nobility, and for disillusion and betrayal." Heroes come from 
mortal clay. That is why they matter. 

Thank goodness Ms. Helms allowed that the "historical background is basically 
accurate." In larger terms, she showed no understanding of what my book is about: 
the internal pressures that moved Afghanistan from a constitutional monarchy in 
1973 to the Soviet invasion of 1979; the personal pressures on Western-educated, 
politically active families who feel caught between two cultures if not millenia; 
and the intersection of the home and the world.* These -phenomena have resonance 
in other developing nations, yet they are little understood by most Americans. 
That is partly why I spent 6 years in pain and poverty to write Kabul. 

Since Ms. Helms was allowed a derisive tone throughout her review, in all fairness 
your readers should know that Theodore Eliot, Jr., who was the US Ambassador to 
Afghanistan from 1973-78, has said: "With great sensitivity, it (Kabul) explores 
the conflicts of a traditional society in the modern world, and that country's 
subjugation by a ruthless super-power. A first-rate novel." Time called it 
"A moral thriller," the Washington Post "The genuine article" and Kirkus Reviews 

Our reviewer is a member of such a family, igd;; 
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gave it a star as "An expeditiously compressed and simplified - and quite splendidly 
mounted - action and angst version of the tragic and tumultuous recent history of 
Afghanistan, as lived through, and influenced by, a ...clutch of giant family 
members - intelligent, aching and doomed." Kabul will als^o soon be published 
in London and Vienna. 

I hope readers interested in political themes will not be dissuaded by Ms. Helms' 
review from forming their own opinion of Kabul. 

Sincerely, 
M.E. Hirsh 

Boston, MA ' 
The 2/17/86 issue of The Washington Post carried the following review of Kabul: 



KABUL 

By M.E. Hirsh 

Atheneum. 445 pp. $19.95 

By Marjorie Williams 

Cast your mind back to a time before The Thorn 
Birds," before the label "saga" was slapped on every book 
that dared an exotic kx:ale, or touched down on more than 
one continent, or addressed the concerns d more than 
two or three blood relatwns. For it is "Kabul's" chief vir- 
tue that it is the genuine artkrle — the fully imagined, 
closely researched, energetically written story fu«d in a 
distinctive place and time. 

The block of amber offered for our inspection is 
Afghanistan in the period from 1973 to 1979, under the 
three regimes (c«ie a nwnarchy, one nominally republican 
and one' Marxist) that preceded the Soviet "Christmas 
Invasion." Suspended there is the half-Afghan, half-Ameri- 
can family of Omar Anwari, minister in the king's cabinet, 
pillar of Kabul society, product of "the bkxxi of fifty gener- 
atkuis of Pashtun mountain tribesmen." 

Because Omar was educated in America and married a 
Bostonian, the three Anwari children are also sent to 
school abroad: the eldest, Mangal, to the Sorbonne in the 
'60s; the daughter, Saira, to Radcliffe; and the luckless 
youngest son, Tor, to Moscow. Each member of this gen- 
eration is thus situated to express some aspect of Afghani- 
stan's piight'^s a punching bag, or of the tension between 
its semifeudal. Islamic character and the forces that would 
modernize it. 

Alerting us early that it is going to give good political 
weight, "Kabul" is slow to start. Helpfully, these Anwaris 
are a cc»itentk>us bunch. Just as Omar is tendering an hon- 
orable resignation from the king's cabinet over corruption 
in the royal household, Mangal is enlisting in the bkxxiless 
coup that will take power the next day. Saira, choosing 
exile in New York over the Islanuc conservatism that 
would constrict the life of an unmarried woman in Kabul, 
carries on a bve-hate relationship with her family and the 
country of her birth. Her love relationship is with a Rus- 
sian colleague at the United Nations — an occasion for her 
to learn, as her feminism might have told her, that the 
personal is political. 

Tor alone is apolitical. He might be expected to join the 
progeny of other former potentates among the Eurotrash, 
were he not such an angry young man that at the outset 



he's sentenced by his parents to a Moscow education. 
There, in the novel's very best scenes, he is redeemed by 
his love affair with another student, a British girl involved 
with Soviet dissidents. 

In the course of "Kabul," the Anwaris transact ail the 
venerable business of their fictional kind — breeding, fall- 
ing in k)ve, undergoing political epiphany, fleeing, dying 
and (once) even trying a hand at resurrection. That they 
do it in unpredictable, sometimes enthralling ways is a tes- 
tament to first novelist Hirsh's talent: It's rare to find 
such a large cast that numbers not a single lazily drawn 
character or — perhaps the largest pitfall, given the book's 
amWtwns — political sandwich board among its members. 

But eventually, with the exception of Tor, his lover and 
his mother, the relative realism of the Anwaris makes 
them relatively tiresome. Too much of the plot hinges on 
family rancor. There is not only the rancor that explodes 
in one early scene, setting off a chain of circumstance that 
will dominate the Anwaris' lives, but also a quietly contin- 
uous, talky rancor that causes the characters again to 
make the decisions that will do them least credit, and their 
family and country most harm. 

By the time the Soviets are massing at the border, they 
seem almost to be a particularly virulAit expression of sib- 
ling rivalry. 

A little more than half of "Kabul" is set in Afghanistan, 
and the novel's other great flaw is that these scenes are 
the least successful. They clearly contain as much love as 
research, but they're not nearly as absorbing as the 
accounts of Tor in Moscow or of his sister in New York. 
Here again, politics is one of the culprits. Conscious of our 
feeble apprehension of Afghan affairs, the author has writ- 
ten a brief "note" at the beginning of the book summariz- 
ing the history she is about to dramatize, but the conces- 
sk)n stops there: Throughout the book, rigorous lessons in 
factionalism are explicated in dialogue — a form that tells 
us more than we want to know, because it dramatizes less 
than we'd like to see. 

Still, "Kabul" is well worth the trip. It's inconsistently 
dramatic, but it's never hard to pick up, and often hard to 
put down. To speak in the terms of its own milieu, may it 
live tong. 
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RECEWT PUBLlMTlOniS 



"The War in Afghanistan" by Craig Karp 
in FOREIGN AFFAIRS, Summer 1986. The 
article is based on the State Dept. 
1985 year-end report. 

NOSHE DJAN: AFGHAN FOOD & COOKERY by 
Helen Saberi will be distributed in 
the US by The University Press of 
Virginia, Box 3608 University Station, 
Charlottesville, VA 22903. Cloth - 
$15.95; paper $10.95. (See p. 25 ) 

CHARLES ^lASSON OF AFGHANISTAIT: ex- ; 
plorer, archaeologist, numismatist [ 
and intelligence agent, by _Sir _GoE.don 
v\fhitteridge, Aris & Phillips, London, 
1986. 

CRIME DE SILENCE ET CRIME DE TAP AGE, 
Panorama des lectures sur 1' Afghani- 
stan contemporaine by Giorgio Ver- 
cellin, Supplemento # 44 agli ANNALI, 
vol. 45 (1985), fasc. 3, Naples, Is- 
tituto Universitario Orientale. 

ABSTRACTA IRANICA, the bibliographical 
journal for Iranian studies, published 
as a yearly supplement to STUDIA 
IRANICA by the French Research Inst, in 
Iran, carries items on Afghanistan. 
Information on the publication can be 
obtained from the Association for the 
Advancement of Iranian Studies, Univ. 
of Paris III, 13, rue de Santeuil, 
75005 Paris. 

FIGHTERS FOR THE FAITH? NO, HIRED KIL- 
LERS! by Mikhail Koloskow, Novosti 
Press Agency Publishing House, Moscow, 
1986. Illus., 100 pp. 

FREEDOM published by the Afghan Freedom 
Society, 1541 S. Shenandoah St., #6, 
Los Angeles, CA 90035 (213-858-8519). 
Annual subscription $18; abroad $25. 
The frequency of the 24-page tabloid is 
determined by contributions. It is in 
English & Far si. (See p. 16) 

The Institut Suisse de Recherche sur 
les Pays de I'Est (ISE) , Jubilaumsstr . 
41, CH-3000 Berne 6, Switzerland, is- 
sues 2 periodicals that often have 
articles about Afghanistan. ZEITBILD 
(in German) is sFr. 60 (airmail); 
ETUDES POLITIQUES (in French) is sFr. 
31 (airmail) . 



The September SOLDIER OF FORTUNE has two 
articles on Afghanistan: "Captured in 
Afghanistan" [a weapon, not a person] 
by David Isby & "Afghan Attack" by Jake 
Border. 

ARPEL Graphics, 32 E. Micheltorena, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 (805 - 965-1551) , 
is selling a series of oversized post- 
cards with photographs by Roland & 
Sabrina Michaud. They also have a - 
12" X 16" print & will soon have two 
posters. The postcards are 85^ each; 
the print, $4.00. Groups interested in 
selling the cards for fundraising pur- 
poses can obtain the cards wholesale 
for $5.10/dozen; the print for $2.00. 
ARPEL ships COD/UPS. Call or write 
Chris Lyons for further information. 

THE FOUR R's OF AFGHANISTAN (REFUGEES, 
RESISTANCE, REGIME, RUSSIA) by Ijaz J. 
Gilani, Pakistan Institute of Public 
Opinion. 39 pp. 

"The World Council of Churches & the 
Afghan Crisis 1980-1984" by Vermaat J. 
A. Emerson in CONFLICT QUARTERLY, Vol. 
V, #3, Summer 1985. 

"The Political Economy of Soviet-Afghani- 
stan Relations in the Brezhnev Era: A 
Framework for Analysis" by Syed Riffat 
Hussain in STRATEGIC STUDIES, Vol. VIII, 
#3, Spring 1985. 

Radio Liberty RESEARCH BULLETINS on Af- 
ghanistan: 

"The War in Afghanistan in Samizdat" by 
Julia Wishnevsky. RL236/85. 7/27/85; 
"Afghanistan - No Longer 'Foreign Soil'" 
by Bohdan Nahaylo. RL306/85. 8/11/85; 
"Afghanistan: Portents of the Apocalypse?" 
by Aaron Trehub. RL307/85. 8/11/85 & 
"No Such Thing as a Stranger's Misfor- 
tune" by the same author. RL309/85. 
9/17/85. 

LA GUERRE d' AFGHANISTAN. INTERVENTION 
SOVIETIQUE ET RESISTANCE by Andre Brigot 
& Olivier Roy, Paris, 1985. 144 pp. 



Continued on p. 27 
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NOSHE DJAN: AFGHAN FOOD & COOKERY by Helen Saberi, Brospect Books, 45 Lament Rd., 
London (distributed in the US by the University of Virginia Press, Charlottes- 
ville, VA 22903), 1986. 160 pp. Paper. $10.95. 

A woman from Afghanistan once said to me, "Now that we have eaten a meal together, 
we really are friends." Since we had known each other for quite a while, I had 
thought we already were friends. The incident graphically illustrates the kinds 
of problems that so often arise between people of different cultural backgrounds. 
Consider for a moment the personal consequences if I had never shared food with 
this woman. I would have gone on thinking we were friends; she would have won- 
dered why I did not seem to want to be her friend; and, in the end, neither one 
of us would have understood the other at all and both of us would have been the 
poorer for it. In a larger context, such simple misunderstandings commonly have 
had a negative impact on relations between whole groups of people. 

Some think that one can learn more about a people through their foodways than 
through studies of history, politics, etc. I am one of these people. Thus, 
amidst the plethora of analyses of the Afghan political situation & tales of in- 
trigue (including several impossibly awful novels), I found Helen Saberi 's Noshe 
Djan; Afghan Food & Cookery refreshing, fun and very useful. The best qualities 
of the book are the great variety of recipes and the wonderful 
drawings provided by Abdullah Breshna. Look closely at 
the drawings, especially at the faces. Tuey are 
charming caricatures, T-rarthy of bein^ printed 
and sold separately. 

At least one other Afghan cook book has been 
available for some years - Afghan Cookery 
by Doris McKellar (Kabul 1967) & the 
1980 reprint of most of it. The Best of 
Afghan Cookery , compiled & edited by 
Sigrid Weidenweber (Portland) . [ Kabul 
Cookery, Delicious Dishes from Afghanistan 
containing recipes taken from Kabul Gorgers 
(Kabul 1978), was published by the 
Washington, D.C. Afghanistan Relief 
Committee in 1980. Ed.] Saber 
book, however, is the first 
to include both a wide 
variety of recipes as 
well as a less-westernized 
version of preparation method 
In this age of "gourmet" food 
longer is necessary to make some of the 
the earlier book. 




equipment shops, it no 
radical changes suggested in 
In terms of variety, Saberi includes, for example, 26 rice 
(pilau and chalau) recipes that go well beyond the usual qabili and narinj pilau. 
Moreover, her instructions for making perfect "Afghan" rice are the first I have 
encountered that produced that much sought-after result. To achieve perfect, 
separate grains of rice, use her "sof" method. It works! 

There are too many recipes in the book to allow an evaluation of each. Having 
enjoyed maush pilau (rice cooked with meat, mung beans and dried apricots) at 
the home of Afghan friends in Peshawar and happening to have some Hunza apricots, 
I was delighted to find this recipe in Saberi 's book. The results were authentic 
and excellent. 
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Saberi does not discuss in any detail the chanffes in food preparation developed 
by those Afghans who have found it necessary recently to leave their country. 
Many of these changes make preparation much easier and produce quite authentic 
results (although some are a bit odd - like adding frozen mixed vegetables to 
mantou and aushak sauces) . Vis-a-vis the recipes in this book, I make the fol- 
lowing recommendations. First, when the author says to grind cooked vegetables 
(e.g., onions), use a blender with some of the juices from the meat or vegetables. 
Second, substitutions for tomatoes (and there are some recommended in the book) 
can produce unsatisfactory results. Use either fresh (peeled/chopped) tomatoes, 
canned whole tomatoes or the paste/puree imported in tubes from Italy. -Other 
tinned tomato products (juices, sauces) are either too thin or too sweet. Third, 
many of the Afghans living in the US have discovered that oriental won ton and 
egg roll wrappers are good substitutes for the "pasta" required in many recipes, 
e.g., aushak, mantou, boulanee, samboosa. Fourth, Saberi suggests using 
European leeks in place of "gondana" (the Chinese chive). Since the green part 
is important in many dishes (boulanee, for example,) scallions are a better re- 
placement because the green part of the leek is much too tough. Finally, be 
careful using the kind of ground lamb sold in most supermarkets in the US. It 
has a much higher fat content than ground lamb in South Asia and can produce 
a very messy filling, for example, in samboosas. Lean ground beef works better. 

The only really weak point of Noshe Djan is its introduction. While it is not 
mandatory for a cook book to present foodways in detail, it would have made this 
book more attractive to those not familiar with Afghanistan. Saberi does dis- 
cuss some of the cultural aspects of food in Afghanistan but she does so very 
briefly and largely ignores such topics as "hot and cold" foods, how the cuisine 
of Afghanistan fits into the larger Mediterranean food complex, and regional 
differences in Afghan cuisine. Nonetheless, Noshe Djan is an excellent addition 
to the knowledge of Afghan food and foodways. Moreover, the recipes are pre- 
sented in such a way that they may serve both as an introduction to Afghan 
cooking as well as a means to expand the repertoires of those who already "cook 
Afghan." 

Proceeds from the sale of the book are being contributed to charitable organi- 
zations sending humanitarian aid to Afghanistan. 

Kerry M. Connor 
University of Vermont 



WAR IN AFGHANISTAN 1879-80, THE PERSONAL DIARY OF MAJOR- GENERAL SIR CHARLES 
METCALFE MACGREGOR, edited by William Trousdale, Wayne State University Press, 
Detroit, 1985. 258 pp., illus. 

Many men have aspired to rule in Afghanistan but of them all the most unlikely 
was Major-General Sir Charles Metcalfe MacGregor. During the Second Anglo- 
Afghan War he ached not only with personal ambition but with a sympathy rare 
among his colleagues for the Afghans whom he was fighting. 

No doubt his upper lip was stiff enough to hide from his comrades-at-arms the 
turmoil beneath the braided jacket. But he displayed his feelings to his diary. 
Shortly after his death this diary was published in a version sufficiently ex- 
purgated to avoid giving offense to anyone vaguely powerful and to surpress the 
human emotions so naively spilled there. Now William Trousdale, a curator in 
the anthropology dept. of the National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian 
Institution, has brought the complete diary to life and shown that the war 
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described therein was fought by human beings. His helpfiil annotations tell us 
who they were . 

"The only solution is to take the country, and make me Amir. I would do it, but 
only on condition of a peerage, not under," MacGregor wrote in his diary in 
1880. Twenty-one years earlier he had written, "I should like to go to those 
rude people and make a kingdom of my own." 

History tells us that this Englishman never became ruler of Afghanistan. But 
he had a second and more likely ambition, to be decorated with the Victoria 
Cross. He never achieved that, either, and never had the opportunity to de- 
liver the acceptance speech that he wrote out in his diary. 

Afghans who still think harshly of Roberts, the general who became Lord Roberts 
of Kandahar, will be happy to know that one of his compatriots also thought 
Roberts unduly vengeful and criticized "Bobs" often, not only for military tactics 
but for too many hangings. 

History becomes more and more a matter not only of who shot whom but how they 
felt about it. Trousdale's book is a meaningful contribution to the annals of 
an important time in world history. 

Rhea Talley Stewart 
Manchester, Connecticut 



RECENT PUBLICATIONS con't. fr. p. 24 

LES BAZARS DE KABOUL by Andre Velter & 
Emmanuel Delloye, Paris, Ed. A.-M. 
Metaille, 1986. 237 pp. A reissue, 
minus the photographs, of a book pub- 
lished in 1979 by Editions Hier & De- 
main, Paris. 

"Die Sowjetunion in Afghanistan. Von der 
Zusammenarbeit zur Besetzung: 1947 bis 
1986" in MILITARPOLITIK. DOKUMENTATION 
(Frankfurt) 9, 1986. DM 12.50. 

"Afghan Ambush. Yank Medic Lives to 
Tell the Tale" by John Moughan in the 
June issue of SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 

BRITISH PLOTS AGAINST AFGHANISTAN - 
Pages from History by Naftula Khalfin, 
Moscow, Novosti Press Agency, 1981. 
100 pp. Prof. Khalfin is also the 
author of "Vengeance Waits in Jagdalak" 
& 'Victory Trumpets of Maiwand" which 
are also about the "Afghan people's 
heroic struggle against British aggres- 
sion." [The Novosti Press Agency Pub- 
lishing House is at 7 Bolshaya Poch- 
tovaya St. 107082 Moscow, USSR.] 



CALENDAR 

A 1987 calendar, with photographs in 
color & black & white by Herbert Maeder, 
is available from Aktion Afghanistan , 
H. Bracher, Jurastrasse 71, 3013 Berne 
Switzerland. The price of the 46 x 30 
calendar is SFr. 19 plus postage & 
handling. There is a discount for 
quantity. The same organization also 
has 6 color post cards for SFr. 7 
plus postage & handling. 
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AFGHANISTAN 
The Soviet War 

By Edward Girardet 

St. Martin's. 259 pp. $19.95 



By James Rupert 



TIffi SCHOLARS ami poHcy-makers 
of the time called it "the great 
game": the 138-year struggle be- 
tween the British and Russian em- 
pur^ to dominate a harsh central Asian land 
of fiercely mdependen t shepherds and fann- 
ers. 

x>it Afghanistan, it was the 

British who- seemed to have the upper hand. 
i*rom the frontier of British India, they pe- 
nodicaUy invaded the Hindu Kush to ensure 
t^t successive Afghan kings performed du- 
tifully theu: role as buyers, keeping the Rus- 
sians at a safe distance from ^the crown's 
most precious colony. 

Tighting him was good skikan" a Pushtun 
tnbal elder says <rf, the British invader He 
sp^ m the opening pages of Edward Girar- 
det s book, perhaps glossing the past with 
nostalgia: "We respected each other. We 
could look one another in- the eye. We had 
certain rules." - _^ 

But, in the Afghan guerrilla war against a 
2Qth-century invader, the Soviet Unio^. 
Girardet writes that there are no rules. "The 
Great Game,' if it ever truly dismayed a 
sense of fair play, has become a gruesome, 
pitiless contest of strength, endurance and 
basic survival, for the greater part ignored 
and forgotten by the rest of the WOTld." 

Of all the wars and crises along the front 
lines ^of the current superpower "great 
game, the mujaheddin's resistance to the 
boviets is the least accessible, least reported- 
and least understood. For those wondering 
just what is going on there (and who suspect 
that Its more complicated than the CIA- 
agent's romp through the Pahjshair VaUev ht 
Ken FoUett's 1985 thriUer, Lie Down With 
Lums, there have been few readable books to 
learn from. Girardet's is' the most compre- 
hensive, and perhaps the best, English-lan- 
guage book so far to explain the Afghan war 
to general readers. ^ : 

Girardet first reported from Afghanistan" 
tbree months before the Soviet invasion in 
1979, and has been back six times since then 
for the Chrtstian Science Monitor AnKmgJris 
firsthand observations of this bloody stale- 
mate are vivid accounts of its brutality. From 
? 1981 trek through Nuristan, a mountainous 
eastern province, Girardet writes: 

"Long thin waterfaUs plunged down narrow 
gorges, then: rising vapors nurturing mini- 
oases of ferns, mosses and trees, while doz- 
ens of streamlets laced theu: way across ver- 
dant slopes. . . 

"Mines had not occurred to anyone. The 



caravan was hardly two hours inside Afghan- 
istan when some oi the mujaheddin up front 
stopped ta makfr tea. Waiting for the rest to 
catch up, a young Panjshfri, Shah Mansour, 
crossed a small stream to hunt for firewood 
among the bracken and wild rhubarb on the 
other^side. Suddenly, a sharp explosion and 
his right foot was severed below the ankle, a 
bloody mes^ of flesh and bone. A few feet 
avray lay the pathetic remains of his black- 
plastic shoe and the metallic fragments of a 
booby-trapped watch." • 
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HE BOOK'S central feature,' 
though, is Ghrardet's h?t'-3 •'^d re- 
porting and analysis of the iy?vidh^ 
dering complexities of this war and 
thetradition-bound Islamic society in its grip. 
Largely because of these questions, Gfrar- 
det's book is not an invitation to a casual 
reader to stay up dl night. You have to be 
interested in the topic. 

-Americans should gfet interested. With the 
Reagan administration reportedly including 
high-tech Stinger anti-afrcxaft - missiles in 
U.S. arms shipments to the guerrillas, Gkar- 
~det tells how the mujaheddin, mostly un- 
schooled, miaise even much sunpler weap- 
ons. ■ ■ - : 

Gurardet describes how barriers of tribe 
and traditi<m among Afghans^ built on cen- 
turies of conflict and mutual distrust among 
the many ethnic groups, have helped keep, 
the resistance fractured. He also identifies 
the trends and personalities, such as young 
commanders inside the country, that tend to 
work toward the unity that will be essential 
to strengthening— even, perhaps maintain- 
ing— -the resistance. 

These complexities and rigidities of tradi- 
tional Afghanistan must be understood by 
anyone, includmg the U.S. government and 
the mcreasingly active private organizations 
m America, who think to aid the Afghans. 

Girardet is a reporter who seems to relish^ 
whackmg through the bush of obscure lands 
and writing home about it. Last year he sat 
on -a pile , of Afghan rugs in his Paris apart- 
ment, grimacmg at a small computer screen 
as he edited , his book. "I've had enough of 
Afghamstan for now," he said, and launched 
into a description of a planned trek along the 
length of Africa. . - 

Gfrardet's own multi-cultural background 
which included schooling in five countries' 
gives him some of the essential flexibility to 
report from strange and distant datelines. It 
also affects his speech, which is vaguely Brit- 
ish-accented and -can drift ahnost uncon- 
sciously from EngHsh to French and back 
agam. It may be this same background that 
produces an odd turn of language in the book 
which is sprinkled with mixed metaphors and- 
juggled jargon. Intending to explain how the 
dominant Afghan ethnic group represses a 
mnonty of Mongolian origin, Gfrardet writes 
^shtU5|^.,,^l0re 



/ tr^tfed the Hazaras as 
mMerdogs." 

Also, the book's dedication, "to ' 
those for whom freedom is worth 
fighting" seems- not exactly what" 
was intended. 

Gfrardet's Afghanistan has not 
been well-served by its editors, who 
let numerous spelling and typo- 
graphical errors into print, and who 
might have added a glossary. 

The book also suffers from some 
of the usual problems in dealing 
with Afghanistan— such as the 
dearth of good maps. In my own trip 
into Afghanistan last year, for The 
Washington Post, the mujaheddin 
repeatedly asked me if I had any 
good maps of thefr country. 
AnoteUnevitable problem: sta- 
' fi§ti(^WAfgte^aad.jne war ' 
are rare and quickly go out df cfitfe. 

Notsf that the Soviets are impos- 
ing themselves in Afghanistan as 
the British Empfre once feared-— 
and as James Michener warned 
they might in his novel. Cara- 
vans—a book such as Girardet's is 
essential. Recent American books 
on Afghanistan have been mostly 
scholarly— leaving Europeans, par- 
ticularly the French, to publish gen- 
eral accdunts of the war for what 
seems a more interested pubhc 
there than in North America. 

Happily, Gfrardet's balanced and 
informed assessment of this war 
seems only a beginning for English- 
language readers. Collins pubhshers 
in England is planning a January 
release of a book by one of the most 
respected American researchers on 
current-day Afghanistan, Michael 
Barry. The book, first published in 
France" Tasf year ,* wirBe" efled" The : 
Kip09rnofl^sdem^^^^!^j^% 

.^^2 ^ f special correspondent for 
Washington Post in South Asia. 

BOOKWRLDiAJUNE 1^1986 ^ 
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A CULTURAL NOTE FROM BAKHTAR 6/19 



Mihli Atan (national dance) is a very famous tradition in Afghanistan, par- 
ticularly in Khost Grand District, All people - men, women, boys & girls - 
know how to perform it. This dance is performed with great zeal & enthusiasm 
even in the remotest areas of the Khost Grand District, particularly on wedding 
days, festive days, on the eve of the new year & on the birth of a boy in the 
family. 

To perform this tradition, generally on wedding days, people who were mostly 
holding guns come together & make a circle around the 3 or more drummers 
standing in the middle. With the beating of the kettledrum, the people- start 
dancing. The number of dancers is from 5 to 50 or more. While performing this 
ancient tradition, the dancers sing, individually or in a group, special songs. 
The armed men start firing in the sky. They have tightened their belts holding 
bullets. 

Long-haired persons are most welcome & are wholeheartedly accepted in the 
dance. A humorous & mirthful person walks around the circle encouraging others 
to perform the dance satiately (sic) & joyfully. 

Women perform the dance at a special place, where men as well as boys over 10 
are not allowed. The women wear special clothes kept for this day & color 
their hands & feet with henna. They come together & make a circle which is 
supervised by an old woman having a stick in hand just for making fun & in- 
structing girls to perform it nicely. By seeing this dance all people become 
happy . 

Another kind of women's dance on wedding & engagement days is called gawun . 
Here a group of women sit down & start singing special gawun songs during which 
2 girls start dancing while others watch & encourage them by clapping. 

Another ancient tradition which must be observed on wedding days is called 
s^Q^i (clapping verses). It is generally done during the night after dinner. 
Here the people are seated & one person is standing & starts singing, while 
others are clapping & repeating the first verse loudly & joyfully. Mostly 2 
persons compete with each other in singing. They tell an interesting story in 
a poetical way. Sometimes the shori takes a whole night which is done by 
illiterate persons. 

The Khost Grand District, located in the southeastern part of Paktia Province 
near the Pakistan border, has a population of over 150,000. It has 3 districts 
6c 3 sub-districts having over 100 villages. Over 70% of the people are en- 
gaged in agricultural activities & others are traders, etc. The Khost Grand 
District has lovely natural scenes. It has high mountains. The district is 
very famous from a strategic point of view. That's why the Afghan counter- 
revolution, at the behest of their masters headed by the USA, turned it into 
a terroristic center against Afghan people which were completely destroyed 
recently by the armed forces of the DRA during which 2,000 bandits were killed 
& more than 4,000 were seriously injured. 

The book of "Osta" (Buddhist religious book) called the district "Sawast" in 
Sanscrit language. It was famous as a most suitable place for living because 
of its lovely weather. Hence it was called Khost... The district has an area 
of 420 square kilometers. 
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PEACE CORPS PROGRAM 

Returned Afghan Peace Corps Volunteers 
are planning an Afghan program at the 
25th anniversary celebrations of the 
Corps in Washington, D.C. on 9/20. A 
panel on recent events and a dinner are 
on the schedule. Contact Michael W. 
Alb in, 5603 Ventnor Lane, Springfield, 
VA 22151 (703-978-3022), for details. 

PHOTO SHOW 

Luke Powell; The Afghan Folio , an ex- 
hibition of 32 color photographs of 
Afghanistan, will be shown at George 
O'Bannon's Oriental Rug Gallery, 2100 
Spring Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(215-557-6555), from 9/29 through 
10/30. An opening reception will be 
held on 9/29 from 5 — 9 p.m; Mr. 
Powell will lecture at 7:30. 

BRITISH CONFERENCE 

Afghanistan; The Way Forward was the 
topic of a British Foreign & Common- 
wealth Office seminar held 7/10 in 
London. Speakers included the Rt. Hon. 
Lord Home, Mr. Egger, Under Sec'y for 
Foreign & Commonwealth Affairs, Olivier 
Roy, Anthony Hyman, Adam Roberts & 
Eileen Denza. 




AFGHAN NEWS (8/15) reports on a letter 
it received from Cdr. Masood describing 
the offensives in Baghlan, Qunduz & 
Takhar provinces. 

Mujahideen in Andarab, Nahrin, Eshkamish, 
Khost, Ferkhar, the center of Takhar & 
Qunduz have started to form Shoora 
(counsels) to consult among themselves. 
Training of local groups & commanders 
has made good progress. In each area 
the commanders are chosen by the local 
mujahideen. 

Starting 6/9 the Soviet air force bombed 
the Khailab Valley from dawn to dusk 
for 10 days - from 50 -100 missions every 
day. 

On 6/12, the 7th, 18th &20th DRA divisions 
& the 20th Soviet division reached 
Kunduz. Police 5e other operative units 
from Baghlan participated in the opera- 
tions. The enemy reached Eshkamish on 
6/15 & on 6/17 helicopters landed over 
3,000 Soviet commandos in the Khailab 
Valley (where the Mujahideen strongholds 
are located.) 

Mujahideen destroyed 4 helicopters 5e 
stopped the advance toward Eshkamish. 
The general operational cdr of the Soviet 
forces was killed along with over 200 
enemy coimnandos. The Soviets captured 
a base at Ittehad. 

Our [Jamiat] casualties mimbered 5; 100 
civilians from Khailab, Eshkamish & Khost 
were martyred; others were wounded,' 
"The enemy defeat despite the deployment 
of a large force was without precedent 
in this area in 7 years of war... Now the 
enemy forces have taken positions in Kun- 
duz, Takhar & Faizabad & are protecting 
the road with hundreds of tanks. They 
are busy resupplying their garrisons. 
"In Khanabad, Mujahideen were hesitant 
to engage the enemy in the flat areas" 
being afraid that the Soviets would burn 
the harvest. The enemy did just that 
& established many posts around the city. 
"The enemy has deliberately destrpyeni the 
irrigation systems to prevent people from 
sowing rice. The situation in Farkhar, 
Wursaj Se Kalafgan is similar .... In the 
3 provinces about 500 civilians were 
martyred & the same number injured. ..." 
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MORE CULTURE FROM BAKHTAR - A Feature on Eid Adha 

by G. Farid (8/16) 



Pious Muslim people of Afghanistan celebrate the biggest Eid Adha (sacrificing 
festivities) by slaughtering sheeps, cows & camels. This type of slaughtering 
sheeps, etc., are not the rites of today or yesterday, but those of a million 
years ago, that is, right from the time of Moh'd Ebrahim, the then prophet of 
Allah, God of the universe, mankind & all the creatures... Ebrahim one of those 
nights had a dream that Allah ordered him to slaughter his son, Moh'd Esmail . : In 
a bid to give a positive response to the order of the God, tomorrow. . .Ebrahim put 
new clothes on Esmail & colored his eyes telling his wife about the matter & took 
his son Esmail to a place called "Menna" to be slaughtered. The moment Ebrahim 
wanted to put the knife at the throat of Esmail, all of a sudden an angel came & 
replaced a sheep instead of Esmail. 

This type of performance prevailed for almost tens of centuries til the time of 
Moh'd the first & last Prophet of Islam. Abdul Mutaleb, grandfather of the Prophet 
of Islam, also had a dream that Allah the God of the universe ordered him to 
slaughter his son Abdullah, father of Moh'd. Abdul Mutaleb. took Abdullah to the 
base of "Kabba" in Mecca to be slaughtered but the moment he wanted to slaughter 
him, fortunately, Abdullah was also released, like Esmail, and a cemel (sic) was 
placed instead of him by the angel of God. 

In performing Eid Adha, those who go for Haj pilgrimage, hundreds of thousands of 
sheep are brought by them, sheaving (sic) their heads except women, & by wearing 
white clothes go around the house of God & becoming haji. 

The people of Afghanistan consider the Eid Qurban as a gala festival & marking day 
of sacrifice, peace, solidarity, conciliation, a day of brotherhood & a day void 
of hostility, subversiw & bloodshed... The Eid Qurban, which commences with Eid 
prayers in the congregational mosques, besides slaughtering sheeps, cows, camels, etc., 
brings hugging & kissing seen between the people who have not a good relation with 
each other. Sheeps which are to be slaughtered by only one person it also divides 
in 3 parts similar to the cows & comels (sic) & distribution proceeds in the same way, 
provided the sheeps, cows or camels got to be male one. 

Regarding Afghan traditions, the youngsters visit the elders on the 1st day of Eid 
Qurban. First of all the people go to their parents in case they are not living to- 
gether & to the father-in-law of bridegrooms. But priority is given to those who 
have lost a loved one before the Eid. 

The tradition pertaining to Eid Adha in Afghanistan shows the fact that, during the 
engagements the bridegrooms, after praying in the mosque, straight away goes to his 
fiancee family taking with him a fat sheep along with precious cloths, sweets, con- 
fectioneries, cosmetic stuff, jewelry ornaments & musical group. 

On these days the children & even adults & elders, depending on the economic situ- 
ation, wear new clothes & go to the rally centers of the people - places of re- 
creation, parks St different games areas. Though during the days of Eid rum (sic) 
fighting is common to be done in each & every corner of each district & province 
of the country. But apart from that the adults find delights in cock fighting, 
dog & birds fighting, egg hitting, raffles, etc. 
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NFF, key insti'iiment of 
national unity, enueavour 

NAJIB ADDRESSES 5 NFF FIFTH 
FOUNDING ANNIMRSARY 



■ Text of the speech of 
Coauade Najlb^ Genenl 
Seeretacr of the POPA 
CC dellTered at the seM- 
loa Buuldiic the 5th an- , 
aiTCfaur of the Nstional , 
I FathcrUad Froat of the. 
DBA: 

Dear friends and bro- 
thers. 

Today is k ^eit and 
auspicious day. We celeb- 
rate today the Sth anni- 
versary, of the NFf . njis 
is the festival of over 
800 thousand real work- 
ing and patriotic people 
of new Afghanistan. 

It can be said without 
exaggeration that this is 
the nationwide festival 
of social activities of_ our 

people for prosperity of 
our dear homeland 
' The Politburo nernb- 
ers have today come.kere 
to .congratulate th» Af- 
ghan people, all M: 3se 
who joined the NFS' mo- 
vement, all the at tiv sts 
and employees of ti e Fr- 
ont and esteemed Hitif, 
president of the NTF, he 
prominent patriot cf , he 
country on the occ isi- n 
of this glorious fes.ivi 1. 

We mark today's ann- 
iversary at a radical turn 
of revolutionary growth. 
The acceleration of activ- 
ation of all our woik e nd 
struggle constitutes fie 
essence of this histoiic • o- 
urse and stage of a< tio i, 
the prelude of which was 
set by the 18th plenum of 
the PDPA CC. 

The fundamental nor- 
ms of ,16th and 17th ple- 
num determined the long- 
term prospective strate- 
gy. The task is its ex,gcu- 
tion. The renovation of 
all walks of social life 
now carried forward in 
the party and country is 
directed only to this end. 
The resolutions of the 
18th plenum of the FDPA 
CC and its line aimed at 
renovation of the style of 
work and stepping, up of 
the pace of revolutionary 
changes won the support 
of all people, party and 
social organisations. 

We are duty-bound to 
increasie our efforts three 
fold for ever sooner ces- 
sation of bloodshed, res- 
toration of peace and 
tranquillity in our anci- 
ent land and act purpose- 
fully, persistently and un- 
interruptedly: act. act 
and again act. 
. The glorious April Re- 
volution is a national de^ 
mocratic. anti-imperialist 
revolution of all our peo- 
ple, its objectives and id- 
es Is are close and known 
to all. 

As is mentioned in the 
Programme of Action; 

"We took over power 
for the prosperity of the 
people and progress of 



the fatherland. All the 
measures that we carry 
out are directed at realia- 
ation of such noble tasks. 
The natiooal democratic 
revolution means partici- 
pation and conformity of 
■ interests of majority of 
Afghans, all classes, so- 
cial groups and strata of 
our people. And this .re- 
volution is the joint eff- 
orts of people for emanci- 
pation from the yoke of 
slavery and tyranny, for 
recent life of the work- 
ing man. . • 

The national demoo- 
aric April Revolution is 
the unity of aims. and de- 
mands, unity of plans and 
' their execution and un- 
, ity of revolutionary and 
patriotic action and this 
Unity is first and foremost 
reflected, irt your org- 
anisation that is, the ho- 
norable National Fa'Ji- 
erlant Front. 

The NFF was founded 
five years ago as a dem- 
ocritic mas organisation 
rrhose main aim is mobi- 
lisation of all patriots for 
<i)suring, deepening and 
expansion of the changes 
b*?gun with the victory of 
.tl!<> April Revolution. 

In the course of these 
yrin, the'Jront has tra- 
versed a path of heroic st- 
rx'-ggte, its ranks grew 
jtt>d strengthened, the nu- 
mber of its primary org- 
anisations, collective and 
individual members inc- 
reased and accumulated 
noteworthy experience of 
work with the masses. 

Today, on the anniver- 
sary day of the NFF we 
should speak openly and 
without any false modes- 
ty and we thank you, de- 
ar patriots, for all the 
work accomplished in ho- 
nour of the homeland. At 
the same time, we havo 
to look courageously to 
tomorrow and see all tiie 
barriers obstructing the 
path of our progress. In 
my opinion, we all have a 
unified view with regard 
to the need of definite re- 
novation of the front's ac- 
tivities. 

The main fact is that 
the NFF should not dupl- 
icate or copy other organ- 
isations. As you know, su- 
ch a tendency exists. 
You dear comrades sho- 
uld have forms and meth- 
ods as well as attractive 
and particular objectives 
and tasks of your own, 
and they exist. 

The NFF is our biggest 
mass .organisation. Now, 
all the process of democ- 
ratisation of life is natur- 
ally in your hands. The 
NFF opens , wide opportu- 
nity for the participation 
of masses in the adminis- 
tration of the country. 
The Central Committee 
of the PDPA well reali- 
ses what a large amount 



of devoted work has been 
carried out by the mem- 
bers of NFF in 'preparing 
for and conducting elec- 
tions to local organs of 
state pow«r and admini- 
stration, as well ' as in 
coordination of local Jir> 
gahs and councils. 

I would like to recall 
that ntaking use of its 
high authority the Cent- 
ral Council of NFF has 
introduced over 40 per 
cent of trustworthy new- 
ly elected representatives 
to the Revolutionary Co- 
uncil of the DRA. The 
Central Committee of 
the PDPA also co- 
unts on your tur- 
ner active help i i tho 
conduct of elections due 
to be held for the States 
Council of the DRA. In. 
thi near future, you, will! 
share the assessment wo-^ 
rk and discussion on the 
draft of the new constitu- < 
tiop of the DRA. I 

This is a great and in- ' 
foresting work. ■ '. 

We say right new that 
th«? role of the Ni^F wou- . 
Id be determined ip the \ 
constitution, pertaining , 
to the socio-politi:al lifo 
of our society ant! it» po- • 
sition will be made prec- 
ise in expansion and str- 
engthening of the ttate { 
power. 

In the future tpo; our 
party and state s iai; sol- i 
ve through the N^F the 
most complicated inc gr- 
eat problems. You .lave 
undertaken great iiany 
measures for the growth ; 
of the international aut. ; 
hority of our home and. 
The arrival of guists fr- 
bm various'counti es for 
participation in tJ fs an- 
niversary celebration Is 
a bright manifestation of 
this fact. We heartily we- 
Icome you dear brothers 
and internationalists from 
the country of Lenin, 
the Soviet Union, froTn 
Bulgaiia, Vietnam, Po- 
land, Stheopia. Sudan 
and Syria. Afghan hos- 
pitality requires that 
more friends always be 
in- our homes. 

It is the NFF w hich sh- 
ould establish v^de frie- 
ndly ties with the peo- 
ples of Islamic Ajun tries, 
member countries of non- 
aligned, movement and 
all progressive fcree; of 
the world. This ii or e of 
the undelayable asl«s of 
the NFF. 

In some cases, the 
rights of NFF are Iis<us»- 

ed. 

I would like to n ite -ate 
decisively that the C jnt- 
ral Committee of the 



PDPA supports ever ac- 
tively the noble initiativ- 
es of the NFF and will 
elevate its role in organ- 
ising all the affairs of the 
rural population in the 
employment of preache- 
rs, village chiefs, and its 
participation in distribut- 
ion of gratis assistance of 
the Soviet Union to our 
people and as a whole in 
solving the peasantry'* 
problems. 

I mean when we talk 
.about the rights, we sh- 
ould remember that the 
people and our revolut- 
ion have entrusted us all 
the rights except work- 
ing badly. We all should 
keep this in mind. 

The NFF is a unique 
system which covers bo- 
th social organisations 
and individual members. 
The NFF reflects better 
than all others the 
prevailing stage of the 
national democratic rev- 
olution and it is necessary 
that these possibilities be 
ever more fully utilised. 

Actually, why do we 
not call on those groups 
and organisations who 
have no opposition to our 
rules to join NFF? Why 
the number of individual 
members i^ so small in 
the NFF? Every noble 
working man of the DRA 
ant", every patriot should 
be organised in the NFF 
ranks. The democratic id- 
eas which form the basia 
of the work of NFF" are 
dear to us. 

I have a particular req- 
uest to you. You know 
that thousands of villages 
are under the control of 
state power. Party orga- 
nisations are functioning 
in most parts of the vill- 
ages. You should go to 
such villages and valia- 
ntly organise and unite 
the people in civil defe- 
nce. You should help in 
just distribution of land 
and water, render mater- 
ial assistance, health ser- 
vices and construction of 

villages. 

The Central Committee 
of the party hopej that 
the NFF carrj' cut ever 
more fruitful wore with . 
the creative Uiiions and 
attract the qutlifi«d fig- 
ures of science and cult- 
ure for cccc.mplish- 
ing active uatriotic 
work. The NTF can 
carry out g:-ea- many 
activities for e:;pansion 
of popular trfc^iiti^is and 
customs, seek the co-op- 
eration of influential cler- 
gymen and ta £e g.-eater 
care of the sac ret relig- 
ion of Islam. 

The Central i ;ol ncil of 
NFF should ms ke greater 
use of the capabiliV of 
its member social organi- 
sations. The Centril Co- 
mmittee of the . PDPA 
will give defiiitf help 
in organising ti e links, 
effectiveness betwi en the 
front, its collec iv« ,and 
individual membeis. 

Dear friends and bro- 
thers. 



Let us think what the 
National Fatherland Fr- 
ont is? National meehs 
that it unite arotmd itsel 
all nationalities, tribe: 
and ethnic groups of tht 
country i.e., FasHtonns, " 
Tajiks, Hazaras, Utbeka,. 
Noorfstanis, Baluchis, Pa- 
shais and all fraternal 
and equal . nationaliti 4 
The unity of multi-na.io- 
nat AfghaniSGQi^in a In's- 
toric new society and a 
single Afghan nation is 
one of the basic tasks of 
the revolution and ycu 
can, more than othets, 
dlsdiarge your part in 
the solution of the natiom' 
al issue. 

National also means 
common for all dtizenj. 
of our beloved homelar iC 
umted and in the whole 
of Afghanistan. That ii , 
available for all and rr.i- 
nifesting the interests, ob- 
jectives, demands of lU' 
workers, peasants, artis- 
ans, traders, private en- 
trepreneurs, trade and . 
industrial caoitalistSL m- 
; mads, representatives of 
I intelligentsia, military 
' officials, clergymen, wo- 
men and youth. 

Fatherland means it 
is patriotic. The aim of 
our front's work is unity 
of all political and social 
progressive, national and 
patriotic forces in our 
united, common and in- 
divisible homeland, that 
is, the traditional and 
independent Afghanistan. 




Abdnl Rahim Hatif, 

PresidCBt oC the NFF 
Ceatnd Ckmndl. 



. Let us remember our 
history. Despite the class 
domination, conflicts, all 
the nationalities and tri- 
bes were always getting 
united in hard times in 
Afghanistan for solution 
of national problems and 
dealing shattering blows 
to the enemy. 

Now, it is exactly such 
a time and the NFF is as- 
signed not to await the 
coming of people to itself 
but should go among the 
people and explain toi 
them the truths about the 
revolution and the popu- 
lar system . 

We should unite all the 
patriotic forces. We sho- 
uld - lite all the I>atriots 
for ', i final victory over 
the >.iemy and for a. na- 
tional compromise and 
building of a new so- 
ciety. 

This is the main motto 
of the National Father- 
land ■''ront 



For the sake of peace, 
wc^e ready to do every- 
thing possible, supreme 
sacrifice, national con- 
cGiation and national co- 
mpromise. No such an 
' enemy exists that we 
I won't be able to reach an 
accord with them on the 
• reliable basis of love of 
our united homeland Af- 
ghanistan, and here the 
NFF owns particular po- 
ssibilities. 

* Front, today this word 
is known to all. Front me- 
ins struggle against Pak 
militarists and reactionar- 
ies of Iran. This stru^le 
is against world imperia- 
lism and hegemonisn, 
who imleash heinous and 

black conspiracies aga- 
in^ our homeland. This 
struggle is against dome- 
stic counter revolutiott, 
bandits and mercenary 
terrorists exported from 
abroad. 

Front means armed de< 
fence of the homeland: 
Contribution to shielding 
borders, strengthening 
the armed forces, doing 
away with ignominious 
escape, help . to bmaved 
families of martyrs, orp- 
hans, wounded, handle- 
apped and disabled and 
voluntary mobiUsatton 
means rapid cessation of 
the bloodied. This is 
another prime task of 
the NFF, 

But, our front is not 
only one of combat, but 
also a front of work the 
struggle for further stre- 
ngthening of the economy, 
for implementation of the 
first five year plan after 
the revolution, improve- 
ment of the life of every 
Afghan individual, pros- 
perity and welfare of otir 
people) 

This, struggle is against 
illiteracy and medieval 
I remnante as well- as 
struggle for winning the 
wisdom and hearts of mi- 
llions of men. 

Front means the peo- 
ple who fight side by side 
in a imited front against 
the enemies, miseries and 
disarray. Front means un- 
ity of action and offens- 
ive. »■ 

Long live the NFT, thia 
most militant mass orga- 
nisation of patriotic Afg- 
hans! 

Let its ranks further 
expand and strengthen! 

Let its unity grow for 
extermination of the 
enemy and for our vlcto- 
ry! 

Long live the trade 
unions, unions of milita- 
nt youth and noble wom- 
en i.e., all organisations 
and individual merob»rs 
united in the NFF! 

Honour to our heroic 
and revolutionary peo- 
ple! 

Victory is ours ! 

KNT 6/16 
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REVOLUTIONARY 
KNT 6/16 

KABUL, 

The following decree 
of the Presidium of Rev- 
olutionary Council of the 
DRA on additional mea- 
sures for strengthening 
the armed forces of the 
DRA has been issued on 
June 14, 1986. i 

The RC Presidium of 
the DRA, considering tha 
fact that the undeclared 
war of reaction and imp- 
erialism against our cou- 
ntry acquires wider dim- 
ensions, and with a view 
to strengthen and comp- 
lete the armed forces ra- 
nks for the total and abs- 
olute extermination of 
the counter-revolution, 
keeping in view resolut- 
ion No. 136/6 of June 
5, 1986 of the Politburo of 
the PDPA CC and follo- 
wing th>! provision of Ar- 
ticle 44 of the Fundamen- 
tal Principles of the 
DRA, endorses: 

1 — Only those youth 
can enter the higher and 
vocational educational in- 
stitutions who have com- 
pleted the term of milit- 
ary service io the ranks 
of the armed forces of 
DRA or have valid docu- 
ments of exemption from 
military service. 

— The youth who co- 
mplete their milvtary se- 
rvice are admitted to tha 
higher and vocational ed- 
ucation institutions ins- 
ide and outside the coun- 
try. Those who are dem- 
obilised in the spring te- 
rm can join the higher 
and vocational educati- 
onal institutions. The 
term of their academic 
absence, spent in milit- 
ary service, will be cond- 
oned for the purpose of 
attendance after their i 
enrolment in the educa- [ 
tional institutions. \ 

— From the beginning of I 
the new academic year j 
1366 HS, in addition to 
those who have complet- 
ed their military service, 
persons who are less than 
18 can enter higher and 
vocational educational 
institutions, and on com- 
pleting. the age of 18 they 
will be' sent to military 
service. After the compl- 
etion of military service, 
they join the same class 
without any examination. 

2 — Those who are stu- 
dying in higher and voca- 
tional educational instit- 
utions inside or outside 
the country, in case they 
have not done their mili- 
tary service, are sent for " 
two years after the succ- 
essful completion of th- 
eir studies to the ranks 
of the DRA armed fgrces. 
After completing their 
two year seivic?: thev 
are given the f rst officer 
rank and m lit; ry card. 

If such pi-op e volun- 
teer to cont;nu; serving 
in th# armeJ forces, they 
can remain m £rmy offic- 
ers. Otherwise, they are 
demobbed after complet- 
ing two years r.ervice in 
the ranks oi.tlie armed * 
forces. 



COUNCIL DECREE ON MILITARY SERVICE 




U»w«i»& voluatarily enrolled themselves 
to enlist. 

3 — From the beginning 
of 1366 HS academic year, 
persons who have either 



conjpleted their mi- 
litary service or 
possess vald do- 
cuments exerhpting th- 
em from m'litfry serv-. 
ice, can join th; prepara- 
tory faculty an'i can be 
sent abroad for study. 

4 — Those studying in 
higher and wocjitional- ed- 
ucational institi tions ab- 
road will be employed 
after completinf.; their st- 
udies, accort inj to thefr 
professions. A Her six 
months frorr the comr^i- 
etion of sturiiei gr«d»._- 
tes who have not compl- 
eted their militiry servi- 
ce shall enter, in accord- 
ance with a -tic e two of 
the decree, military serv^* 
ice. They ar.* admitted 
after demolilis.ition to 
their former working pi- 
aces. 

5 — Those who are stu- 
dying in schools or lycees 
and completed the age 
of 18, either in 10th gr- 
ade or lower classes, are 
sent for two years to mi- 
litary service. 

Students who are mob- 
ilised from the 10th gr- 
ade of schools to military 
service can receive after 
their two year service 
their 12th grade certific- 
ate on passing an exanv- 
ination. Those who- could 
not pass the exam or th- 
ose studying in lower cl- 
asses are admitted to a 
higher class. 

6 — Those who have 
completed their military 
service can continue th- 
eir studies, without any 
entrance examination, in 
higher and vocational ed- 
ucational institutions in- 
side or outside the cou- 
ntry. 

Those who are demob- 
ilised from military ser- 
vice after the beginning 
of- the academic year can 
begin their studies in hi- 
gher and vocational edu- • 
cational Ipstitutlons on 
the basis of ^e first para- ■ 
graph of thii article. 



j 7— The Chief of Staff 

j of the DRA armed for- 
! ces is assigned to prepare 
precise statistical data on 
those studying in educat- 
ional institutions, inside 
or outside the country, 
who are 18 or above alon- 
gwith their profession, fi- 
eld of proficiency and 
when they are to be sent 
to military serivce, so 
that they are assigned to 
the armed forces after co- 
mpletion of their studies 
as soldiers, non-commiss- 
ioned officers and offic- 
ers according to their 
proficiency or profession. 

8 — The Ministries of 
Education and Public 
Health and State Com- " 
mittee for Labour anif ' 
^iai Security are duty- 
bound together with the 
Chief of Staff of the _ar- 
mii f-;rc,j w picpoie wi- 
thin two months precise . 
data about teachert, do- 
ctors and medical staff 
i age group 18-40 
who are not working in 

their expert fields for se- 
rving as political activi- 
sts, for eradication of ill- 
iteracy and giving medi- 
cal service in the armed 
forces. The Chief of Sta*f 
of the DRA armed forces 
is assigned to send to 
military service after the 
agreement of the Central 
Committee of the PDPA 
and Council of Ministers 
of the DRA and accord- 
ing to their expert fiel- 
ds, those persons covered 
by the said list and being 
eligible for recruitment. 



in mUlteir service, (psoto by 

\n the law on milita- 



ad- 
are 



9— The measures 
opted by this decree 
extraordinary and ajjpli- 
cable for the present mil- 
itary conditions. They 
will of course be annulled 
after the total and absol- 
ute annihilation of the 
counter-revolution, mai- 
ntenance of peace and se- 
curity in the country. 

10- r On the basis of 
thi^ decree, the • follow- 
ing amendmeSls take pl- 



i^'^^^fervice, j/abllahed in 
f.ihe Official GarptUt No. 
i/>72 dated January 10, 
198(f and its add«idums. 

— The term of miliianr 
service for those enrolled 
after completion of their 
studies in higher and vo- 
cational educational ins- 
titutions is two years. 

Article 55 of the law 
on. military service is 
deleted. 

The words "owing to 
continuation of studies" 
be deleted from Article 
52 of the law on military 
service. 

The words "exempted 
for the period of continu- 
ation of studies" shall be 
; deleted from Article 56 
of the law on military se- 
rvice. 

11 — The decree com- 
es into force from date 
of its assent and shall be 
published in the official 
gazette. 



DECREE 
OF RC 

PRESIDIUM 

KABLT., 

The following decree 
of the HC Presidium of 
the Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan on pard- 
oning individuals A-ho 
avoided joining military 
service has been issued. 
Kabul,. May- 29, 198C 
In pursuit of "its hilllP" 
anitarian policy, and un- 
der clause 43 of Article 
6 of the Fundamental 
Principles of the DRA. 
the Presidium of the 
Revolutionary Council 
of the DRA. taking acc- 
ount of the fact that a 
lai^e number of servi- 
cemen and those under 
recruitment to military 
service who had avoided 
serving in the army due 



to enemy propaganda in- 
fluence are nowadays 
returning voluntarily to 
military units and com- 
missariats for serving in 
the ranks of the DRA 
armed forces, endorses: 
Article I: Those senic- 
emen of the armed for- 
;ces who formerly des- 
ierted their units and 
j detachments as well as 
ithose under recruitment 
(to military service who 
iavoided serving in tl^e 
iarmy ranks would be 
pardoned from punish- 
ment provided that they 

refer voluntarily within 
six months after the 
enactment of this decree 
to their units, detachm- 
ents or to the organs of 
state power and admin- 
istration. 

Article 2: The cases of 
prosecution, started bef- 
"~ore the enactment of 
this decree, against pe- 
rsons covered under art- 
icle 1, upon their .volun- 
tary reporting or arre- 
st, shall be withdrawn 
and records kept, in case 
the courst's final verdict 
has not been pronoun- 
ced. 

Article 3: Persons who 
are covered by articles 
1 and 2 of this decree sh- 
all serve their due. or 
remaining period of ser- 
vice, according to the law. 

The service period of 
those introduced to com- 
batant units of the ar- 
my, Tsarandoy or the 
Ministry cf State Secu- 
rity for fulfilling or con- 
tinuation of service is 
determined as two ye- 
ars like those of volun- 
teers. 

Article 4: Persons who 
have committed, in add- 
ition to avoiding mili- 
tary service other cri- 
mes would be punished 
as per the existing laws 
of the country. 

Article 5: The execut- 
ion of this decree is the 
task of follwing organs: 

1 — With regard to pe- 
r. ons described in article 
1, of the decree, the inv- 
estigating and attorney 
organs who process the 
concerned cases. 

2 — Regarding those 
covered under article 2 
of the decree, the inv- 
estigating organs of att- 
orney and offices of 
judiciary with whom th- 
eir cases are pending. 

Article 6: Control over 
the implementation of 
this decree within their 
authority is entrusted to 
the attorney general's 
office of the DRA, att- 
orney office of the arm- 
ed forces and the spec- 
ial revolutionary attor- 
ney of the DRA. 

Article 7: The decree 
shall come into force 
after its publication in 
the daily Heywad, organ 
of the Revolutionary Co- 
uncil and Council of 
Minister of the DRA. It 
shall also be published 
in the official gazette. 

Babrak Karmal Presid- 
ent of the RC Presidium 
oi the DRA. 
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Film as ideological weapon 



AMnlLUi Saudi 
"M<weot«" ilneUA 
Naari. 



The Afghan Film Org- 
isization prodtiooi {oar 

full-length feature films, 
fourteen documentaries 
and over 42 . newsreels, 
according to plan each 
year. It also dubs more 
than thirte«n foreign fi- 
lms a year into the lang- 
uages of our people. 

Directors of Afghan Fi- 
lm play an important role 
in the production of ar- 
tistic films. Most often 
they write the screen- 
play and scenarios and 
act also. 

During the years of 
April Revolution, film 
makers of the Afghan 
film have had significant 
achievements to turn the 
■nedium of cinematogr- 



aphy into an ideological 
weapon against the coun- 
ter-revolutionary bandits 
and all enemies of our 
beloved country. Afgh- 
an film sends its film cr- 
ews to the remotest villa- 
ges and hamlets of Afgh- 
anistan regularly where 
they pick up real pictur- 
es of the village life. So- 
metimes they are confr- 
onted with subversive ac- 
tions of counter-revolutio- 
;iaries, but they valiantly 
fight them. When shoot- 
ing a film they have a 
camera in one hand and 
a gun in the other. 

Afghan films produc- 
ed in recent years, reveal 
the terroristic and nibv- 
enive acts of the coun- 
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tf •-revolutionariea and 
their imperialist and rea- 
ctionary supporters. 

As a matter of fact, st- 
udios of the Afghan 
F Im Organization have 
n )t adequate technical fa- 
c iities to produce a full 
1( ngth colour film. Thoy 
a;*e suited more for shoo- 
t ng shor* documentaries 
and n^^-vsreels, but 
cmemato^.aphers of the 
organization produce full 
length pictures in the 
sime studios by their in- 
cefatigable endeavours. 

Under to an agreem- 
*.n\ entered into between 
the DRA .iHd the . USSR, 
tt present Afghan color 
Mlms are being processed 



at well-equipped studio* 
of the Soviet Union. 

Further, Afghan Film 
maintains close relations 
with cinemas of the frie- 
ndly countries, as well as 
of some European and 
Asian nations. It has also 
business relations with 
some film companies. For 
example, it purchase 
foreign films for screening 
at movie-theatres of Ka- 
bul and provinces. 

Afghan Film Organiz- 
ation launches films wee- 
ks and festivals of the fr- 
aternal countries which 
enable the public to know 
more fully the developm- 
ent of cinema in the So- 
viet Union, Czechoslovak- 



ia. Bulgaria, Cuba' India 
and so on. 

Thanks to the April 
Revolution, which brou- 
ght our cinema to the 
international scene, ma- 
ny Afghan filn-s have 
obtained recogn tiprx abr- 
oad by taking part in 
regional and infetnntional 
film festivals. 

"The traveller", a rece- 
nt production of Afghan 
Film was awarded a 
prize at Tashkent Intern- 
ational Film I'estival of 
Asian and Afrii an coun- 
tries. 

Afghan direc.prs have 
also served as members 
of the jury a' ■. ir ternat- 
ional film ffjrfivils and 
contests. 




Badakhshan irioves ahead 



Badakhshan is one of 
the north-eastern provi- 
.^ces of the country and 
has got an area of 47,403 
Sq. km. It is a mountain- 
3us province where are 
located branches of the 
Vakhan, Pamir and Hi-. 
;idukush mountains. The 
nhabitants of the prov- 
ince are Tajiks and Turk- 
mans who speak in Ta- 
jiki, Turkmany, Qarghazi 
Wakhy Sheghnani and 
Afskashimi languages. 

Badakhshan was also 
called Balkhshan which 
was an old city and the 
capital of Badakhshan 
and the present Faizabad 
probably was situated in 
this city. Faizabad, ca- 
pital of Badakhshan in 
the past was called. "Jor- 
gan Deh". 

Time passed and desp- 
ite the pains and suff- 
erings caused by the old 
despotic regimes, gave pl- 
ace to hopefulness. Rev- 
olution triumphed and 
brought changes. The 
*vorking people of Bada- 
khshan who hear those 
old terrible memories ar« 
today in the forefront of 



defence of the revoliit- i 
ion like their other com- j 
patriots, for they know 
that way lies their future. 

According to the secr- 
■itary of the provincial pa- 
rty committee, as a result 
of the joint work and act- 
ivity of party committees, 
social organisations and 
state organs and people's 
participation, in the spa- 
ce of between the 16th, 
and 17th plenums of the 
Central Committee of ■ 
the PDPA, 42 villages we- 
re freed from the tr- 
ouble of counter-revol- 
ution and 1468 persons! 
were enrolled in the ar- 1 
med forces. A large nu-i 
mber of the counter-rev- 
olutionaries were crushed 
and their eight bands su- 
rrendered to the revolut- 
ionary state. 

The party's organisat- 
ional strength in the 
province is increasing 
more primary organiz- 
ations in the residential 
areas of the workers have 
been set up. The social 
base of the revolution 
has expanded and mass- 
es are organized more 



around the party. People'* 
representatives have be- 
en elected to local org- 
ans, and also two outsta- 
nding prsons are memb- 
ers of the Revolutionary 
Council. Elections have 
taken place in the 372 
villages and five distri- 
cts and three subdistricts 
and also in Faizabad city. 

Commissions for econ- 
omic affairs, culture, pu- 
blic health, ec ucation, re- 
volution defence' ind so- 
cial cider have "oeen es- 
tablished anJ ha*'e star- 
ted their activ-tie i. 



of peo- 
Badakh- 
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The councils 
pie's deputies of 
shan provinci-' h 
essfu. / con 'er 
secor sessions 
with the par ici 
732 representi 'es 
elders. 

The chairmi n, of the 
executive ccnmittee of 
the jirgah of people's re- 
presentives of th» prov- 
ince says abo it the act- 
ivity of the c jnunittee: 

With the cot peration 
of the people. 27 schools 
have been lehrbilitated 
and six newlj 'stablish- 



ed in which 3558 stud- 
ents are enroled. After 
the holding of elections 
and as a resui of attemp- 
ts and endeav ir hy these 
organs, 52 km of the roa- 
ds were repaired and ab- 
out 22,865 Afs distributed 
to the religious scholars 
as aid. Mosqu-;s have be- 
en repaired aid biult. 
From the beg nn ng of 
the implijpenl iti.in of the 
new^ dbase i f 1 ind and 
water. Wb'rms 'n the pro- 
vince i* HS 1361 up to 
the ensl of th ; y;ar HS 
1364, 9,198 lard, iwnersh- 
ip documents vese distr- 
ibuted to 3792 landless 
and petty landholders co- 
vering 8,553,61 jeribes of 
land (5 jeribes equal to 
one hectare). 

At present, 11,169 per- 
sons are attending 683 
literacy courses taught 
by 356 teachers. 1342 li- 
terates graduated from 
these courses. 

Badakhshan inhabitan- 
ts are mostly peasants 
and cattle breeders. Eig- 
ht consumer cooperativ- 
es, two handicraft and 
38 agricultural cooperat- 
ives are actively serving 
them. 



The building of a fruit- 
juice canning factory in 
Baharak district, constr- 
uction of a hydro power 
station with a capacity of 
350 KW in Faizabad city, 
a health centre in Khw- 
ahan district, a Wat- 
an nursery in Faizabad 
city a radio relay 
station in Faizabad city 
and building and repair- 
ing of a number of sch- 
ools are included in the 
province's first five year 
plan after revolution wh- 
ich will go a long today 
to meet the demands of 
the local people; 

At the same time so- 
me difficulties are also 
experienced in the 

district which can 

be solved by proper ac- 
tion. For example, the 
water of Kokch^i river is 
not used property, enou- 
gh clean drinking water 
is not available to tha 
people and because of 
the non asphalted roads 
essential goods are not 
transported timely from 
Kunduz and Takhar to 
the province. The power 
supply system is not stabi- 
lized in Faizabad city 
and lack of electricity af- 



fects radio and T.V. tran- 
smissions. 

The medicines needed 
by the department of 
public health have not 
yet been delivered to 
the department The 
Daily Badakhshan has 
remained unpublished 
because of lack of papo'. 
Many talented men and 
women do not find the 
opportunity to work. 

Defeat ai the counter- 
revolutions has increased 
the people's confidence 
and trust The strengthe- 
ning and consolidation of 
revolutionary sovereign- 
ity and their increasing 
participation in the con- 
struction of the new so- 
ciety are the factors ref- 
lecting the realltiet of 
the glorious future. 

XABIR. H%W laMES, 

JUNE 21, im 
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Preserving Herat's historical monuments 

PROJECT WITH UNESCO AID UNDERTAKEN 



Herat, the widely kno- 
wn ancient city of Afgh- 
anistan had enjoyed a xntr 
id/ at place in arts, cultu- 
re and science through ee- 
ntiuies. In the mediaeval 
ara, the dty became pro- 
sperojM and enjoyed a 
high level of "ciTalization, 
the relics of which can be 
found even today. As a 
consequence, Herat has 
received wide attention 
of historiams and archae- 
ologists throughout the 
world. \ 

It was therefore 
natiiral that the United 
Nations' Educutional Sc- 
ientific and Cultural Or- 
ganization (UJIESCO) fo- 
unded a programme to re- 
store and preserve anci- 
ent Herat, as a center of 
Islamic culture in Asia. 

The issue "/as discuss- 
%. ^."^caence. of 
the foiHi»ffn Tsir^sters 
the Islamic cQttn tries h'e- 
Id in Jeddah, th^ Istanbol 
conference and finally at 
the UNESCO conference 
held at Nairubi during 
1975-1976. After these pro- 
longed discussions Herat 
was included in the inte- 
rnational campaign of tha 
UNESCO. 

With the financial and 
technical assistance of 
the UNESCO, the 
directorate for Preser- 
vation of Historical reli- 
cs of Herat undertook the 
project of the Ekhtiarud- 
din fortress and minarets 
of the Herat city in 1976. 

Taking it's preliminary 
steps, the International 
Project of Herat, began 
a study and survey of 
the Behzad Artistic Sch- 
ool (Befazad was a great 
painter of Herat during 
the Timurid period. Ma- 
ny scholars have called 
hii.i the Michelangelo of , 
the Orient), of the glasses, 
tiles and stone fragments, 
engravings, carpets and 
silk costumes and all re- 
mains of the ancient tim- 
es from the point of view 
of tourism. 



After the victory of Ap- 
ril Revolution, in additi- 
on to recording surveyi- 
ng and confirming the 
historical monuments of 
the city, the Internati- 
onal Project of Herat al- 
so begun the rftonstru- 
ction ai all the historical 
relics. 

Below is a discription of 
some of these Kist- 
oiical mommients restored 
or under restoration. 

I, The Firh^«n»i^i« 
fortreaa: 

- ^'-iti^-uJdin for^ 
tress is one of tva niost 
wonderful fortresses of 
Asia and even of the wor- 
ld situated in the north 
of the ancient city of 
Heraf and built by Ekhti- 
aruddin, the command- 
er-in-chief of the city at 
the time of Malik Fakh- 
ruddin, it was ruined by 
Timur Gurgani and 
reconstructed during the 
time of Shahrukh Mir- 
za. 

vThe fortress had suffe- 
red many damages thro- 
ugh centuries and the 
International Project of 
Herat is conducting the 
restoration at a 

cost of tens of million 
Afghanis. The {^ject 
has restored many fenc- 
es, towers, arches, rooms 
and • other parts of 
the fortress without lo- 
sing any of their histor- 



ical genuineness. The 
Project plans to house 
a national and ethnogra- 
phic museum, libary, ex- 
hibition halls and galler- 
ies of the original handi- 
crafts of Herat people in 
the fortress. 

2. Mtmuments of Gazar- 
gahi SharU: 

Gazargahi Sharif is lo- 
cated 5 km east of the He- 
rat city and in the nei- 
ghbourhood of a mount- 
ain called Zanjirgah. 

The tomb of Khaja Ab- 
duJlah-i-Ansari, a great 
scholar and agnostic, Za- 
migar Khana (adorned 
house), Namakdan (salt- 
cellar), Houze Zam Zam 
(houze r^«- ■)'■-; basin and 
Zam Zam i» the name of 
a very famous well near 
Kabah). Masjidi Zirzan^ 
ini (unrio'-wtcund'TnLsq- 
ue .are amoung.the Hoc* 
historical monumeiltl^^r^ 
the Gazargahi Sharif. 
They are all living rem- 
iniscences of the Timurid 
architecture built during 
the period of Shahrukh 
Mirza 770— «50 (H.Q). 

The International Pro- 
ject of Herat has repair- 
ed and restored fences, 
rooms, porches, courty- 
ards, shrines and other 
relices of the Gazargahi 
Sharif to their original 
forms. 

1 west big porch of Gaur- 
■ gah campus under r ep- 






grave 

Stone ~oit Kbaja AMolIaJi 
Ansarl's tomb. 

3. Mosqae of Herat: 

The mosque of Herat 
has always been consid- 
ered as a great mosque 
and' holy shrine of the 
Islamic world. Before Is- 
lam, it was the place of 
worship of Arian mono- 
theists. 

The famous mosque of 
Herat suffered ruin seve- 
ral times. This mosque 



The International Pr- 
oject of Herat, undertook 
to -explore the site of the 
gymnasium which occu- 
pies an area -of 2400 cu- 
bic meters. After long 
excavations the arche- 
ologists found tile-work 
fragments and remains 
of pillars. By studying 
the finds, architects we- 
re able to draw the ori- 
ginal outline of the gy- 
mnasuim. The pillars wa- 
re soon repaired and the 
decorative tiles were put 
again round the pillars. 

The reconstruction wo- 
rk of the gymnasuim had 
begun in 1980, and was 
completed in 1982. 

had been erected during 
the time of Sultan Ghias- 
uddkfcGhouri in 597 (H.Q) 
and by the selfless end- 
eavour of Amir Ali 
Shir-Nawaee, it was rec- 
onstructed by employing 
high architectural meth- 
ods. 

During 1962-1965 the 
western wall of the mos- 
que was damaged serio- 
usly. But this damage ca- 
used a wonderful and 
new discovery. 

Behind the plaster of 
gypsum, archaeologists 
found barely noticeable 
wall decorations which 
aroused new ideas on 
the history of the mos- 
que. 

4. GyaiaailmB <tt Sul- 
tan HnsalnJ-Balqn. 

pn lv four. »»«<••— ... 
lam oJ^th¥''^mTias)U' 



z,.^Mi xiusam. 



They 

stand at four comers of 
the gymnasium. In the 
middle is a small heap 
of earth which locates 
the tomb of Sultan Hus- 



5. Mosqaa of Zlaratfah. 

The mosque of Zlaratg- 
ah is one of the important 
relics of the Timurid pe- 
riod of Herat It was rep- 
aired comprehensively in 
1978. A long with the di- 
fferent ruined parts of 
the mosque, the western 
porch of the mosque was 
reconstructed skillfully. 

6. Honze Sarposhida 
(Undergronnd Basin) 

People of Herat have 
used the big underground 
pools as reservoir of wa- 
ter for irrigation and oth- 
er means from ancient ti- 
mes. 

Charsouk and Malilc 
ara the most wonderful 
of aU the underground 
pools ol Herat. * • 

Tue Charsouk underer- 
b»sin has a very 
thick ceiling, built during 
Safawid Empire in 1045 
(H.Q). This ancient mon- 
ument especially its be- 
autiful cupola is consid- 
ered a masterpiece of me- 
diaevel architecture. It 
is located in the middle 
of ancient Herat city, 
where artists and artisans 
work at their shops and 
looms, from dawn till eve- 
ning. The basin will be 
a gallery of traditional 
handicrafts of Herat. 

Malik basin is also a 
historical treasure of 
Herat. It has a history 
of 500 years. 

This underground ba- 
sin is situated at the so- 
uthern part of Ekhtiaru- 
ddin fortress. 

The International Pro- 
ject of Herat began re- 
storation works of the 
porches and roof of. the 
basin in 1985. . 
By Z. Basbaa 
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Ustad Favida IMahwash 
—Melody queen 



miim Tin- """■'sdat. jhot a "«« 



U«tad means a master, 
but to be more precise on-, 
ly an artist who has suf- 
fered life-long self-discip- 
line in mastering an art 
can capture this title. The 

title of Ustad is confered 
on outstanding and pro- 
fessional musicians. 

The only woman who 
attained the honourary 
title of Ustad in Afghan- 
istan is Farida Mahwash, 
a vocalist of Radio and TV 
of the DRA. 

She has recorded so f3|| 
over six hundred differ- 
ent songs for the radio and 
made 150 TV appearan- 
ces. . . 

Ustad Mahwash was * 
bom and grew up in an 
artisan family in an old 
street of Kabul called Gu- 
zar-i-Ali Raza Khan. 

After primary educati- 
on, she attended Zarghoo- 
na Lycee of Kabul. 

She used to sing in the 
music programmes and 
concerts of the high sch- 
ool where her talents wb- 
re always appreciated. 
Then she became a pupil 
of late Ustad Nabi Gul. 
She also learned music 
from Nainawaz and the 
great Ustad of Afghan 
classical music Ear Ahano. 

Interviewed by a KNT 
correspondent, she said-. 
"To have a better unders- 
tanding of music, I beca- 
me a student of Ustad 
M. Hashim, well-known 
contemporary musician 
and instrumentalist of 

the country, in 1973. His 
versatile teachings enabl- 
ed me to follow my artu 
3l:c credo until now. Mojt^ 
of my songs Tiave been co- 
mposed by the same Uv- - 
tad. 

Ustad Salim Sarmast, 
Ilafirullah Khiyal and 
Naisaz also composed so- 
me popular songs for mm 
during recent years", 

Answering another qu- 
pstion. she went on to say, 

"I had recorded my first 
song in the autumn ot 
1967 at Radio Afghanis- 
tan and when TV was 
started in our country, I 

recorded several songs 
foi TV also". 




, by the 

Culture and Information 
Ministry of the time. 

Mahwash won fame, ea- 
rly in her career. Her 
melodious singing enjoys 

tremendous popularity 

among the public and her 

golden voice evokes deep 
emotions in her listeners. 

Ustad Mahwash has to- 
ured many countries and 

given concerts. Among 
them are the USSR, Cze- 
choslovakia. Iran, Pakis- 

taji. the German Democra- 
tic Republic and India. 

She participated in the 
Berlin International Mu- 
sic Festival and... brought 
home a diploma as well as 
a gold medal. 

Ustad Mahwash can 
play harmonium and so- 
me string instruments su- 
ch as tanbura and surma- 
ndar (both- the . classical 
musical ins.truments) flu- 
ently. She follows the-Ji^a- 

ssical Afghan music for- 
ms of Ghazal and Tumri. 

This outstanding voca.- 
list served as a clerk for 



As well as being a^ me- 
mber of the Central Co- 
uncil of the Union of Ar- 
tists she is a member of 
the Central Council of 
the Women's Democrtti* 
Organisation of Afghanis- 
tan. Ustad Mahwash is 

married and has five ch- 
ildren. 

These days, she is reii- 
earsing new songs ' and 
classical music to be pT"*- 
scnted at a special music 
programme of Radio Af- 
ghanistan entitled "Con- 
cert of the Ustads". 

By: Zla Biabaa 
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calist of the year, in 
1976, by the public, 
lilting songs won 
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The Dawn iii"^ 
Revolution ; 

The crtBOMMi oominet dUtnaea Itm iMt^ax rmj* 

The yailcvated MnU conuBcnM viHi^tet 

Dusky clooda yaaLdi from (be Ak» 

Sky and land tsnbrace cAdiotber 

Darimeas soecmiUM to cleex' heAvcBs ; 

The bomeUnd rimmcn with dedit * 

Life aad love are rmmpaat erorywliire 

Tl«)itly claatrinc each other 

With eoara«:e and coafldenoe 

Neither cload nor storm 

Coold halt the star tram sUalns 
PesMstntinc Ita fsOmmer oa this oxadoB 
With iDye aad loyalty to aU peovit 
Shlaiac star ' 

Too are love, yo« are hope, you arer fcilth 
Toa are dan and mthosUsm 
Toa are strength, coara«:e aad eocildgaoe 
Tott are people's pride 



You are the harbtacer 
to the BftttoB, 
Shining star 



of peace aad happiness 



Tour shlnmeriac love 

la like the spring rain falling 

On this dry earth 



Restoring health to a fadJag plat.* ' 
Resuscifcitlng the drying alalia r 
Across dales and vales 
In the depths of glens aad gorgw. 

Over the hlUs and moontaina 

To the entire snpipressed dwdleia of the oomfary 

Ahd their knowledge of Ton 
Coerces them feel eheerfol 
And bnttresaes their faith In Uf i, ^ 
Shining star 

Ton offer love and joy 
Ton share sorrow and glee -witb p» »ple 
Tour care and fondle la wara«f t lan parental 
You are noble and yours la a « obi e love 
Based upon the sense of monl tas j 
An Inunmtal Impulse of v^ ^S hope and 
stamina 

To 1])e downtrodden tollers 
A mammoth love that warrant Mng 
Too are a stout guider In the m irch towards 
the glowing horiaons 

You Aed everUsttnp rays ' 

With forward Jump of April Re «lotloB 

With your lofty monl qnalltJa 

Ton Infinitely love the people 

You develop the people 

As proud revolutlomutiea 

And able bnlldeta of nerw sotle*- 
Yon embrace the masses 
Calling for their unity 
To flght the archeneralea 
You hoist the banner 

Waving on the galaxies and ber-ond 
That Is the final goal ' ^ . 
It la the prediction of my aoiil 

(B" ChMu Aaicr) 
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Faziim rahman^ s iecr etary ol th« DYOA^ 
and soldier <rf revobitioa 

i- -^^^ III H II 1 1 H I • " 

of Gulzar villagfe.! 





Photo: "Fighters for the Faith? 
No, Hired Killers!" 



Nothing can hinder the 
triumphant new life in 
Afghanistan. 




t? ^ craftsman <3tgraTliig.<m wood. KNT 6/1 0 """W"** «»i«««T. 



(KMT Photo) 



36 



6/15 - BIA - The 5th anniversary of 
the NFF was celebrated in Kabul (see 
6/18 & p. 31). 

- Transportation Minister Sherjan 
Mazdooryar said that land transport 
facilities in the DRA will increase 
1.6 times during the 1st post-revolu- 
tion 5-year plan (1986-91) . 

- The main buyers of DRA medicinal 
herbs are Czechoslovakia, Italy, 
France, Sweden, USA, India, Pakistan 
& Japan. Licorice is the main export 
item. 

6/15 - FT - The European Parliament 
called for the Soviets to leave Af- 
ghanistan (see p. 10). 

- AICMB #64 - A bomb exploded in the 
Ministry of Agriculture in Kabul kill- 
ing 11 & injuring 26 including a So- 
viet adviser. 

6/16 - Newsday - The DRA acknowledged 
that the civil war was "worsening & 
expanding" & announced a drive to ex- 
pand the army. 

- BIA - The RC military draft decree 
was announced. (See p. 3 2 for text.) 

- Resolution #54 of the Council of Mi- 
nisters exempts farmers from paying 
interest & fines on last year's loans 
from the Agricultural Development Bank. 
The resolution affects about 160,000 
farmers. 

- Each haj pilgrim was offered Afs. 
18,000 for airfare to Jeddah. Over 
5,000 are expected to make the pil- 
grimage. (See 8/18.) 

- Comrade Najib visited Shindand air 
base Sc some border regiments in Herat 
& in Zaranj city in Nimroz. He was 
accompanied by Defense Minister Gen. 
Nazar Moh'd & State Security Minister 
Gen. Ghulam Faruq Yaqubi (see 7/28 ). 

6/17 - BIA - Retail trade volume in 
the DRA will reach Afs. 21b by 1991. 

6/18 - AICMB #64 - In Kabul, Babrak 
supporters distributed leaflets a- 
gainst Najib & the Soviet leaders. 
Khad agents collected all the fliers 
the next morning. 



6/18 - BIA - Over 270,000 Afghans belong 
to trade unions; elections have begun in 
Parwan; national leaders & private in- 
vestors will invest over Afs. 500m in 
construction projects in Kabul. 

6/19 - AICMB #64 - Air traffic was sus- 
pended for several hours at Kabul airport 
because of rocket attacks. 

- BIA - NFF statistics: 800,000 members; 
29 provincial councils, 30 city councils, 

61 ward councils; 2 grand district councils, 
122 district councils, 49 sub-district 
councils, 1132 village councils. 

- Elections began in Khost, Paktia. 

6/21 - PT - Mujahideen stormed the gover- 
nor's house & the local party headquarters 
in Charikar, Parwan on 6/10. 

6/22 - PT - 39 wounded Afghans, including 2 
women & 5 children, are in the US for 
medical treatment courtesy of the Committee 
for a Free Afghanistan. (Henry Kr legal has 
replaced Karen McKay as CFA Director.) 

6/24 - BIA - Since 1980 over 200 transporta- 
tion workers have been martyred by counter- 
revolutionaries . 

6/25 - PT - Burhanuddin Rabbiani, in France 
after meeting with Pres. Reagan in the US, 
met with French Prime Minister Jacques Chirac 
& Foreign Minister Jean-Bernard Raimond. 
M. Raimond "reaffirmed France's condem- 
nation of the Soviet intervention in Af- 
ghanistan & France's promise of humanitarian 
aid to the people & Afghan refugees. 




-BIA - By the end of the 5-year plan (1991) 
over 2%m Afghans will have literacy certi- 
ficates . 



6/26 - AICMB #64 - In Ningarhar, gov ' t 
posts at Umarkhel & Dandu in the 
Surkhrud District were destroyed. 
The commander, known as Mumtaz., who 
had been a mujahideen cdr. four years 
ago before he defected to the DRA, 
was captured. 

- PT - The Kabul regime has suddenly 
reinforced its defenses along the 
100-mile Pak-Af border between 
Chaman & Noshki. 

BIA - The new DRA labor law ensures 
equal job opportunities for all, re- 
gulates the relationship between 
workers & management in the state & 
private sectors, "provides for the 
moral values leading to motivate the 
workers," gives special concessions 
to women from pregnancy until their 
children are 8, classifies occupations, 
calls for better working conditions, 
specifies remuneration for "damages" 
& calls for the "supply of cultural 
services," training & complete eradi- 
cation of illiteracy. "The concessions 
given to the workers, particularly to 
the women. . . are unprecedented in the 
history of Afghanistan." 

6/27 - NYT - Elaine Sciolino writes 
on the Geneva talks: 



6/28 - BIA - "Strengthening the ranks of 
the armed forces by drafting volunteer 
youths throughout the country is the 
leading story of .the Afghan press." The 
main papers are the daily Hewad , the of- 
ficial organ of the RC & the Council of 
Ministers; the daily Haqiqat-e-Enqlab-e- 
Saur & the weekly Dehqan (peasant) , the 
official organs of the PDPA GC; the daily 
Anis . the offical organ of the-NFF; & the 
weekly Pamir, the official organ of the 
Kabul City PDPA Party Committee. 

6/29 - FT - Tehran Radio reports that Infor- 
mation & Culture Minister Sarboland & 
Foreign Minister Shah Moh'd Dost are not 
cooperating with other DRA communist leaders 
since Babrak's removal. [BIA releases 
identify Sarboland only as Dep. Chmn. of 
the Council of Ministers & Pres. of the 
Afghan-Indian Friendship Assoc. Ed.] 

- The Chinese Red Cross donated $100,000 
worth of relief goods to Pakistan for Af-:,.. 
ghan refugees. 

- BIA - In 1985 the DRA subsidy for "meet- 
ing social needs of the workers" was Afs. 
2.8b; salary increases for state employees 
cost Afs. 3b. 



"We are not (m the vei^e of a break- , 
Ihiqugh," a Pakistani official said. \ 

The two sides are farthest apart on 
Ibe schedule for withdrawing the 
120,000 Soviet troops in Afghanistan. At 
a meeting last month in G«ieva, Af- 
ghanistan proposed a four-year sched- 
Hle, anl_ I^Odstcm^^^^^ for six 

numtits, according to the sources. The 
Afghans agreed to negotiate on the 
period, hinting that they might shortai 
it to three or three and a half years. 
Pakistan still considers that too long. 

"The Pakistanis are not going to en- 
gage in anything that is transparently a 
sellout," a State Department official 
said. The United States position is that ' 
Soviet forces ccHild be out in three to 
four mcmths. 

Afghanistan and Pakistan also have 
yet to agree on how to monitor a cutoff 
of aid from Pakistan to Afghan guerril- 
las before a troop withdrawal begins. 
The Soviet Uniim wants all "interfer- 
ence" and "intervraition" to stop be- 
fore a withdrawal, in effect cuttihg off j 
the guerrillas' supply lines. The Rus- j 
slans also oppose a United Nations 
monitoring force on the border and are , 
asking for verification by Paidstan and j 
Afghanistan. > 



Pakistan is willing to allow outside 
monitoring on the border, but under 
United Nations supervision, and is de- 
manding similar monitoring of a Soviet 
troop withdrawal. 

Pakistani and American officials 
have expressed fear that if the Soviet 
forces have too much time to withdratv 
after the supply lines are cut, the/ 
could destroy the Afghan guerrillas. 

TTiere is al^ no agreem ent on an 
issue that is to be dealt with outside tlie 
present negotiations: the nature of tliC i 
Afghan Government after a Soviet 
withdrawal. 

"It is always hanging over the ne- 
gotiations, like a cloud," a United Na-i 
tions official said. 

In response to Soviet insistence that 
Afghanistan must have a friendly gov- 
ernment, a Pakistani official said his 
Government would accept a "pragmat- 
ic" solution. This meant Pakistan 
would be willing to recognize thai: the 
Afghan Government had been pro- 
Soviet for decades and would probably 
continue to be pro-Soviet. 

The officials have not even ad- 
dressed the issue of finding a govern- 
ment accep*.able both to the Soviet 
Union and to the Afghan guerrillas,,. 



The Musi: 



7/11 




6/29 - NYT -"Gorbachev on Afghani- 
stan: MOSCOW, June 28 — Following are 
excerpts from Mikhail S. Gorba- 
chev*s speech today in Vladivostok, 
as distributed in translation by the 
Soviet press agetwy Toss. 

Haying thoroughly assessed the 
situation that has developed and hav- 
mg held consultations with the Gov- 
ernment of the Democratic Republic 
Of Afghanistan, the Soviet leadership 
IMS adopted a decision that I am offi- 
cially annouiicing today: 
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Six regiments will be returned 
home from Afghanistan before, the 
end of 1986 — (me armored regiment, 
two motorized rifle regiments and 
three antiaircraft artillery regiments 
— with their integral equipment and 
armamraits. These units will be re* 
turned to their areas of permanent 
deploymoit in the Soviet Union, in 
such a way that anyone hiterested 
can easify verify it. 

In taking so serious a step, the 
Soviet Union is striving to speed up a 
political settlement, to give it another 
impetus. The Soviet Unim also pro- 
ceeds from the view that those who 
have be&a. organizing and implement- 
ing armed intervention against the 
Democratic Republic oS Afghanistan 
will correctly understand and duly 
appreciate this unilateral step of 
ours. It must be answered by the cur- 
tailment of outside interference. 

Certain progress has been achieved 
of late in the Afghan-Pakistani talks 
teld through the mediation of a repre- 
sentative of the United Nations Secre- 
tary General. As soon as a political 
settlement is finally worked out, the 
return of all Soviet troops can be 
speeded up. Schedules for their stage- 
by-stage return have been agreed on 
with the Afghan leactership. 

... ■ V . ; .... --J 

7/1 - PT - Mujahideen reportedly de- 
stroyed a Soviet motor boat on 6/14 
on the Amu River. The Soviets bombed 
the Darwaz area in retaliation on 6/15 
causing many casualties. 

- BIA - Electric Energy Minister Raz 
Moh'd Pakt een told Bakhtar that power 
output will increase Ih times by 1991. 
His ministry will build 10 small- 
scale hydro-power plants in various 
provinces at a cost of Afs. 200m which 
will come from state sources as well 
as foreign aid from India & Bulgaria. 

- Iranian mullahs reportedly intend 
to organize "Afghan bandits" into re- 
gular units & send them into the DRA 
to commit "inhuman crimes." 

- mi - The Afghan charge d'affaires 
in Karachi, Baz Moh'd Rahiab, disap- 
peared on 6/25. DRA investigations 
show he was abducted by the CIA, 
aided by the Pakistani CID (see 7/4 
& p. 14 ) . 

- All the houses in Kabul will be 
"numbered" & the family members 
counted by the 3rd quarter of this 
year. 

7/2 - NYT - Mujahideen reportedly 
shot down a military transport plane 
carrying 100 Soviet soldiers between 
Kabul & Kandahar. 



7/2 - BIA - According to Sultan Ali Kesht- 
mand, elections for representatives to the 
local organs of state power have been com- 
pleted in 16 provinces & in Kabul city. 
Elections in the other provinces will be 
completed by August. Over 1,000 people 
have been elected to administrative posi- 
tions 5£ over 8,000 as regular members of 
local committees. When the elections are 
completed these numbers will be tripled. 

- Pakistan Affairs (7/16) - 

ISLAMABAD— Zain Noorani, Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs, on July 2 denied the 
allegation that Pakistan was providing military 
training to Afghan Mujahideen on its territory. 

Replying to an adjournment motion which 
drew the attention of the Government to a Radio 
Moscow broadcast. Mr. Noorani said: "The 
factual position is that no military training of 
any sort is being provided to the Afghan 
resistance on Pakistan territory. 

Mr. Noorani said the Soviet technique of 
planting such false and baseless reports in the 
Indian media, particularly in pro-Soviet Indian 
newspapers, and then quoting its own planted 
stories in the Soviet media was too well known. 
"It is supposed to be one of the clever techni- 
ques of modern propaganda designed to con- 
vince the audience that the story comes from 
an objective third source instead of an interested 
party. But no one should be fooled by these 
reports." he said. 

7/4 - PT - The acting Afghan Consul Gen'l 
in Karachi, Baz Moh'd Rehyab, left volun- 
tarily with his family for Frankfurt, ac- 
cording to Pakistani authorities (see p. 14). 

7/5 - PT - The president of the Azad Gov't 
of Jammu & Kashmir inaugurated a dispensary 
& 10-bed hospital for Afghan refugees in 
Quetta. 

- BIA - The private investment committee 
approved the establishment of over 30 
private sector projects with a capital 
investment of Afs. 240m. Projects will 
include shoe & shoe polish making, carpet 
weaving, poultry farms, confectionery, 
"carpentry & sculptures," & metal works. 

7/6 - BIA - Over 1,000 Afghan Shi'ites met 
in Kabul to express support for the 
establishment of a central council for the 
Hazara nationality, the activities of the 
NFF & the programs of the PDPA. 

A . ly XaJbut 
"^^^ J-i}^^ be wCtKout 5olcl 
(J t—t^ (3. ^ut not without 5now/^ 
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7/8 - BIA - By 1991 private sector 
production, will increase 14,8% in agri- 
culture, 21.3% in industry & 36.3% in 
construction over the last Afghan year. 

7/11 - BIA - Comrade Najib told 19th 
plenum members that the local organs of 
state power, which are not yet function- 
ing properly, should strive to make vil- 
lages function through peaceful means. 

- The PDPA & the Working People's Revo- 
lutionary Assn of Afghanistan (WPRA) , 
"a left-wing democratic organization" 
founded in 1972, have joined together 
(see 7/20). 

7/12 - AICMB #64 - Mujahideen fired 
rockets at the Soviet Embassy compound 
in Darulaman & hit 2 apartment blocks. 

- Kabul schools reopened after students 
staged an 8-day boycott protesting the 
new military regulations. 

7/13 - PT - Tehran Radio reported that 
Herat is now fully under mujahideen 
control although the Kabul regime has 
sent reinforcements. The "road link 
of the area with Kabul has been discon:-'. 
nected for the last 10 days." (See 
7/14, 7/15 & 7/22, 7/28.) 

- BIA - Peasants form 25% of the DRA 
population - over 3.6m. Afs. 15b will 
be earmarked for agriculture in the 
new 5-year plan: Ca 4m hectares of 
land will be cultivated; the gross ag- 
ricultural product will increase 16%; 
70,000 hectares of land will be irri- 
gated; cereal & grain production will 
reach 5m tons. 

7/14 - The Times (London) - Tass re- 
ported that DRA forces routed a rebel 
attack on Herat killing dozens of guer- 
rillas including 13 "bandit leaders." 
AICMB #64 reports the following com- : •. 
manders killed in the Herat fighting: 
Qazi Abd-u-Rahim, Mama Abdul Ali, Sofi 
Moh'd, Hanif Jan, Imamuddin Askar, Ab- 
dul Qudus & Mohayudin. Abdullah Jan, 
Haruz Karbas, Niaz Ahmad Kishk, Qazi 
Moh'd & Safi Habib Choongar were 
killed when their jeep hit a mine. 
The DRA commander of Herat, Gen. Juma 
Khan Asak, lost both legs when a So- 
viet shell landed near him. He was 
sent to the USSR for treatfuefit but is 
presently back home. 



7/14 - BIA - The total economic loss 
from the "destructive action of the 
counter-revolutionaries" is Afs. 36b. 

7/15 - PT - BBC reported that fighting 
had been heavy in Herat for the past 
month & that mujahideen control all but 
one part of one bazaar in the center of 
the city. BBC also said that the fre- 
quent bomb blasts in the NWFP appear to 
be part of a new DRA gov't pol-icy to 
make Afghan refugees unpopular in Paki- 
stan & to try to make them return home. 

7/16 - BIA - "The special revolutionary 
court. . .proclaimed Ahmad Shah Masood an 
enemy of the people's happiness & a 
tool of the enemies of Afghanistan." He 
was sentenced to death in absentia. The 
AICMB (July) reported that Massud had 
been working in the northern areas of 
Afghanistan for some months, training 
mujahideen groups & coordinating their 
attacks. (See p 2 . ) 

7/17 - BIA - Elections began in Badghis. 

- "Traveler," a new Afghan film which 
won a prize at the Tashkent Int'l Film 
Festival, opened in Kabul. The film 
shows farmers being exploited by "feudals 
(See p. 33 for more about films.) 

7/18 - Pj[ - The Kabul regime has urged 
security forces to raise 3 army units of 
3,000 soldiers each within a week. A 
recent conscription drive reportedly in- 
cluded some foreigners "including UN 
employees whose release was only secured 
after a great deal of effort." 

7/19 - NYT - Pakistan's 
Prime Minister Moh'd Khan 
June jo said at a press 
conference in Washington" 
that the USSR had formally 
offered to withdraw its 
troops from Afghanistan 
over a 4-year period. Paki- 
stan feels 4-months is 
sufficient . 

- BIA - The Bakhtar political 
observer noted that he could se^; 
"no signs of goodwill about the political 
solution of the situation around Afghani- 
stan in the talks between Reagan & June jo 
"they purposefully ignored the flexible 
policy of the state of the DRA." 




7/20 
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7/20 - BIA - The PDPA CC lias 147 full 
5t alternate members: 12 are workers, 
7 farmers, 5 women; 81 are Pashtoons, 
50 Tajiks, 5 Uzbeks, 2 Hazaras, 2 Ba- 
luchis, 2 Turkman, 1 Pashai, 1 Nuri- 
stani & 1 Arab; 46 are serving in the 
provinces, 8 in foriegn countries. 20 
additional people were elected to the 
"audit commission" of the CC. 

- A special commission has been set up 
to look into the problem of "national 
reconciliation. " 

- Two "left-wing" organizations have 
joined the PDPA (see 7/11), 3 others 
are about to join & another has "voiced 
its cooperation." 

- The fare on a Killi bus is 1 Af . 

- Comrade Najib explains it all: "A 
Muslim is grateful to anyone who pro- 
vides him a cup of drinking water in 
hot weather. How can the people of 
Afghanistan not be grateful to the So- 
viet Union who has rendered assistance 
for the ensuring of independence, na- 
tional sovereignty & protection of Af- 
ghanistan. It renders assistance to 
the DRA in socio-economic fields & its 
best sons are killed for the sake of 
Afghanistan. Only an elder brother 
can render such great assistance." 

7/22 - AICMB #64 - Sebghatullah Mojad- 
dedi became the speaker for the Is- 
lamic Alliance of Mujahideen. 

7/23 - FT - In a press conference Bur- 
hanuddin Rabbani said that the Islamic 
Unity would shortly form a National 
Assembly (Shoora-i-Milli) to enlarge 
the scope of the resistance efforts. 
The group will represent 216 districts 
of Afghanistan & will be responsible 
for evolving major policy decisions. 
Rabbani said he opposed the idea of a 
government in exile (see p. 17) but 
supported any move to form a parallel 
gov't inside Afghanistan. 

- LA Times - At least 30 explosions, 
several machine gun battles & rocket 
attacks shook Kabul last week ac- 
cording to western diplomats. Most 

of the action took place in the Darul- 
man district. 

- FT - A report from Herat says that 
in recent fighting there commander 
Abdullah Jan, "the one who killed the 
notorious collaborator Sher Agha Chun- 
gar," was killed. Mujahideen have 
partial control in the western part of 
the city. 
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7/24 - PT - An article in an Ottawa paper. 
The Citizen , put Soviet casualties in Af- 
ghanistan at 15,000 dead & 60,000 wounded. 

- Mujahideen are reported to have blown up 
part of the Sarobi Dam on the Kabul River 
near the Kabul- Jalalabad highway. 

7/25 - PT - Gen. Gregory Ropor Novich has 
been appointed the new Soviet army chief 
in Afghanistan. The general "has full 
control over the puppet troops which are 
being ordered through Lt. Gen.. Moh'd 
Khitab Janbaz." He lives in a house in 
front of Babrak's home. 

- In the past 3 months the price of food 
has risen 500%. Current prices (per kilo): 
meat - Afs. 375, tea - Afs. 1050 (up from 
Afs. 650), edible oil - Afs. 650, rice - 
Afs. 150 (up from 66) & potatoes - Afs. 

32. 

7/27 - FT - Moscow will not agree to Paki- 
stan's proposal that Soviet troops be 
withdrawn in 3 or 4 months. 

- The Mujahideen Press Agency reports that 
all Afghan students studying in communist 
countries, including about 50,000 in the 
USSR, have been called home, presumably 
for military service. 

7/28 - PT - Dr Najibullah recently visited 
Herat to boost morale & counter western 
reports that the city was under siege. 

7/29 - LA Times - Mikhail Gorbachev an- 




LA Times correspondent William Eaton 
writes: Western military e^rts said 
the promised withdrawal of 6»000 to 
10,000 of the estimated 115,000 
Soviet troops in Afghanistan would 
not have any military importance. ^ 
Soviet forces have been in Afghan- 
istan since late 1979, supporting the 
Marxist government in Kabul 
against insurgents. 

While no figures have been made 
public on Soviet losses in Afghsini- 
stan, accounts in the official presa 
have indicated heavier involve- 
ment in combat in recent years. 
Western sources estimate that at 
least 10,000 Soviet soldiers hav^ 
died in combat against Afghan 
rebels, called tmujahedeen or "holy 
warriors/' ..■ Vij.: r 




NYT 8/3 



Dana Summars 

The Oriarrdo Sentinel 

WashlnKcm Pom Writers Group' 




Speaking in the Far ElasteEStport ■ 
of Vladivostok, Gorbachev said the^ 
puliback of the six regiments with 
their weapons and equipment is 
designed to spur a political settle* 
ment of the seven-year-old civfl 

war. . » * 

In discussing Afghanistan, Gor- 
bachev said the Soviet government 
would withdraw two motorized 
rifle regiments, an armored regi- 
ment and three anti-aircraft regi- 
ments before the end of 1986. 

Western dipl omats said Soviet 
moionzed nfle regiments usiially 
have about 2,000 soldiers, while 
armored regiments have about 
1,000 and anti-aircraft regiments 
about 300. That would mean a total 
of nearly 6,000 troops in the six 
units mentioned by the Soviet 
leader. 

Gorbachev said the troops will 
return to their home bases in the 
Soviet Union in such a way that 
"ail those who take an interest . . . 
could easily ascertain this." While 
Gorbachev did not elaborate, he 
apparently referred to satellite 
photography conducted by the 
United States and others. ... 

Military analysts noted that 
three of the regiments to be with- 
drawn are anti-£urcraft units that 
are of little use because the guerril- 
las have no aircraft and there is 
little prospect that the air force of 
neighboring Pakistan will become 
involved in the conflict 

The one armored regiment in- 
volved also is of limited value in the 
rugged Afghan terrain. 



U.S. officials reacted with skep- 
ticism to Gorbachev's announce- 
ment. 

"There is only one acceptable 
solution to the Soviet occupation of 



Afghanistan: the prompt and com- 
plete withdrawal of the approxi- 
mately 120,000 Soviet troops in that 
country," White House spokesman 
Larry Speakes said- 




RUSSIAKS SENP TROOPS HOME fRoW ^Fa^V\MI$^AK O'I'^'aO 



Private Ivan Soberniansky, 
Second sk»i+t ccck inih€ 
K^bul Liberation Mecs Hall, 
is i-e-as5j^<J SawJet-side, 
lherel>y reducing >«torjd tension. 



Of CEp OF 

/ 



Th« Chnstun Scianca Monitor 
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7/29 - FT - Bakhtar reported that the Afghan economy 
"has been severely affected by the circulation of 
counterfeit currency notes." During a press confer- 
ence thousands of fake notes seized from the trading 
community were exhibited. Bakhtar says the mujahideen 
are circulating the notes to sabotage the DRA economy. 

7/30 - LA Times - DRA armor & aircraft movements south- 
west of Kabul suggest that a major offensive has be- 
gun against Mujahideen in Logar (see 8/1), Diplomats 
in Delhi report that mujahideen have retaken control 
of most of Kandahar. 

8/1 - FT - Gulbuddin reportedly is inside Afghanistan 
to commandeer operations in Logar. 
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8/1 - NYT - The Pakistani & Afghan 
foreign ministers resumed indirect 
negotiations in Geneva. 

8/2 - FT - Diplomatic sources report 
that Kandahar airport has fallen to 
the mujahideen. Indiscriminate 
bombing of civilians is reported in 
Baghlan. 

8/9 - NYT - The indirect talks in 
Geneva were suspended indefinitely. 
The two sides remain far apart but 
Diego Cordovez denied that there 
had been a deadlock. He said that 
the participants had agreed to meet 
again. "The process is very much 
alive & will continue." 

8/10 - FT - VOA reports that the US 
& the USSR will meet next month to 
consider the Afghan crisis since 
this issue is standing in the way of 
a possible Reagan-Gorbachev suiranit 
this year. 

- Saudi Arabia donated 25-30,000 
"frozen or chilled carcasses of sac- 
rificial meat" to Afghan refugees 

in Pakistan for Eid-ul-Azha. (See 
p. 30 ). 

8/12 - FT - The IHT reported that a 
number of Arabs, both students & pro- 
fessional people, joined the mujahi- 
deen this summer. Most are from 
Lebanon, Syria, Egypt & Jordan & 
fight against the Soviets because of 
their Islamic ideals. 

8/13 - LA Times - Mujahideen have 
stepped up their attacks on Kabul 
hitting the Soviet & Polish embassies 
with rockets. Western diplomats also 
said Soviet helicopter gunships have 
been heading south from Kabul indi- 
cating intense fighting in Logar. 

8/17 - BIA - August 19 will not only 
be celebrated as the ""'restoration day 
for the independence of Afghanistan, 
but also as Army Day. 

8/18 - BIA - The new int'l terminal 
at Kabul airport will be completed 
in November. The building will have 
2 stories. A new freight hangar has 
already been finished. 

- 3,000 Afghans made the haj pil- 
grimage this year. The DRA subsidy 
for each one was Afs. 35,000. 



8/18 - BIA - Moh'd Akbar Kherad is the DRA 
permanent representative to the UN office 
in Geneva. The new Soviet ambassador to 
the DRA is Pavel Mozaev. 

8/19 - BIA - The 1st heroes of the DRA are 
Lt. Col. Faiz Moh'd, killed heroically_ in 
in 1979; Maj . Gen. Ahmaduddin, killed in 
the Panjsher in 1985; Capt. Sherzamin, a pro- 
minent pilot & 2nd Lt. Juma Khan, a hero of 
Khost & Panjsher 

- A historical museum was opened in Kabul 

at the Koti Baghcha Palace, near the entrance 
of the RC headquarters. Gold, "old coins & 
famous painting tableaux* are on display. 

- Army Day & the 67th anniversary of Afghan 
independence were celebrated in Kabul & in 
the provinces of Herat, Parwan, Kapisa, 
Kunduz, Kunar, Nangarhar, Faryab, Farah, 
Ghazni & the Panjsher district of Parwan. 

8/20 - BIA - Elections began in Kandahar. 

- An Army Museum was inaugurated. On display 
are the works of Khushal Khan Khatak & Ahmad 
Shah Abdali, "one of the valorous kings of 
Afghanistan. . . most ancient weapons 150 years 
old, helicopters of half a century ago & 
various historical tableaus... army uniforms 
of the old ages... & various types of mines 

& chemical weapons... seized from bandits." 

8/21 - BIA - Over 300 primary schools will 
be built during the new 5-year plan. 

- The Politburo fired the Jauzjan Party 
Provincial Sec'y & the Kabul Party Provincial 
Sec'y for their "serious weaknesses" in 
party work. 

- Women: 22,000 are working in production 
enterprises; 11,000 are engaged in educational 
& cultural & social affairs; a large number 
have been elected to local organs of state 
power & over 5,000 are armed & defending the 
revolution. 

8/24 - NYT - Benazir on Zia's Afghan policy: 
Benazir Bhutto, the-most popular anti-Government 
leader, said in an interview that General Zia's support of 
the Afghan rebels was ill-advised because millions of 
Pushtoon refugees from Afghanistan are even less loyal 
to Pakistan than other Pushtoons. "The Soviets know 
that the situation is ripening to a stage where the unity of 
the country is being affected," she said, and Moscow 
could take revenge by trying to dismember Pakistan. 

8/27 - NYCT - A bomb hidden in a suitcase 
exploded at Jalalabad airport on 8/11 killing 
16 people. No one knows whose bomb it was. 
Heavy fighting was also reported in Logar, * 
Samangan, where guerrilla casualties were' 
heavy, & in Parwan. 
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